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1. BUILDING NAME {Commoa)
Charles Camp House

(Historic)

Jones-Camp House

D Built up D Tile

[z Asphalt shingle

D'Spec:fyl

2. TOWN CITY VILLAGE COUNTY
z Durham Middlesex
- 3 STREET AND NUMBER rand or_locatinn]
51 Town House Road, south end
L [TTowWNERT
£ 1 Eames, George M., III, and Adele M. Ol eusiic [ privare
g 5 USE (present) (HIstore |
— | Residence Residence

6. EXTERIOR VBIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD NTERIOR ACCESSEBLE TP YES EXPLAIN

ACCESSIBILITY '

TO PUBLIC: Yes D No { D Yes @No

7.5TYLE OF BUILDING DATE OF CONSTRUCTION

Colonial/Federal ca. 1780

8. MATERTALI(S) (Indicate use or location when appropriate] h

Ot

Clapboard ext. D Asbestos Siding Darick D(Sp::ify)

D Wood Shingle D Asphalt Siding D Fieldstone

D Board & Batten D Stucco D Cobblestone

Alumi c fnd!n.sw Cut ston:

[ Ao Conerere 104080 (@S5 dressed sandstons

9 STRUCTURAL SYSTEM

Wood frame &] Post and beam D balloon D Other (Specify)

D Load bearing masonry D Structural iron or steel

f0 ROOF 1Tvyvpe) .

[—)a Goble D Flot D Mansard D Monitor D sawtooth

Other
- D Gambrel D Shed D Hip D Round tSpecify)
o .
- Material}
= Roll
o

§ D Wood Shingle Asphalt D Tin D Slote
g ! Other

11 NUMBER OF STORIES

2%

APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS

44' x 22'

2
12 TONDITION ¢ Structurals

m Excellent B Goad

D Fair D Deteriorated l Excellent

thExterior)

D Good D Fair

13 INTEGRITY (Lew atteon:

On original D Moved

site

WHEN !

Atk atsons

Yes DNO

D Deteriorated
EXPLAIN rner 19

‘ddit fon
i story ggd$%1on to ma1n block, ca.

1820;

i:__] Barn D Shed D Goroge
D %:::r::ge D Shop D Garden

T3 RELATED OUTBUILDINGS OR LANDSCAPE FEATURES

D Other londscope fectures or buildings ! Spec:fy}

15 SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT

VWood-

:} Open lond ';::‘d Residential
Indus-

D Commerciol ,:,'o‘;s D Rural

U

Scottered buildings visible from site

3 High building density

The house stands on a cleared i
Main Street.

acre lot near the corner of Town House Road

16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS

and

(OVER)




17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE tumterior and ur pxteciorn

The Jones-Camp House is a 2% story, 3-bay, side-hall plan Colonial/Federal-style house.
It rests on a cut block sandstone foundation and has two brick chimneys. The house is
sheathed with clapboards and roofed with asphalt shingles. The main entry is on the
north side of the gable end, consisting of a Federal-style doorway flanked by plain
pilasters, a four-paned transom, and a flat, projecting, crown-moulded cornice. This
gable end is surmounted by a full pediment containing a small six-over-six window.

The windows in the rest of the house contain twelve-over-twelve sash and are capped

by crown-moulded cornices. In 1964 a 14 story addition was made to the southwest corner
and rear of the house. It is consistent in style with the original structure. Although

standing on a poured concrete foundation, it is sheathed with clapboards and contains

- - Sd
Hi BUILDER

inued)
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DESCRIPTI

I9’H|STOR!CAL OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE

The Jones-Camp House is situated on a i acre lot south of the Town Hall and over-
Tooking the Green. A residence has stood on this site since the last quarter of the
eighteenth century, when John Jones purchased the property from Miles and Mary Merwin
and, between 1771 and 1783, erected a dwelling. In 1783 he sold the house to Samuel
Camp, Jr. for 130 pounds. When Samuel died in 1810 the house was left to his son
Ebenezer. In 1817, undoubtedly as part of a maintenance agreement, Ebenezer sold the
house to his son Charles Camp, who leased back portions of the structure to his father.
These consisted of "the North Lower room, the North Bedroom, the North Chamber, and the
East Chamber, and an Equal undivided half to the kitchen, Buttery and Cellar and the
privilege to draw water at the Well and to bake in the Oven." (DLR 14:419) Charles
Camp died without children in 1828 (his wife had died in 1818). He left his house to
his father Ebenezer, who shortly before his own death left the house-in 1830 to his
youngest son Samuel C. Camp.

The 1780 dwelling built by John Jones was probably a typical 5-bay Colonial-period
house. It was consistently listed as "3/4s decayed" on the Grand Lists of the second
decade of the nineteenth century. The Federal-style gable addition was probably added,
either in 1820, when the Grand List shows a house valued at $900 (due to a change in
the tax Taws, houses were listed by their value after 1820), or in 1831, when Samuel
C. Camp inherited the house from his father Ebenezer. 1In 1847 the house was sold to
Horace Newton (1799-1884), son of Abner and Abigail (Fairthild) Newton. (SEE CONT. SHEET)

SIGNIFICANCE

Durham Land Records; Durham Vital Records; Middletown Probate Records; Federal Census of
1820, 1850, 1880; Beers, J. B., History of Middlesex County, Connecticut (New York: J. B.
Beers & Co., 1884); Durham History Committee, Durham, CT, 1866-1980: Century of Change
(Durham: 1980); Fowler, Willjam C., History of Durham (Durham: W. C. Fowler, 1866);
Whited, Milton, Durham's Heritage (Durham: T1976); 1859 Walling Map; 1974 Beers Atlas.
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PHOTOGRAPHER baTe

P. D. Hall 7/7/83

VIEW NEGATIVE ON FILE

east elevation 6:2
NAME DATE

P. D. Hall 5/5/84

ORGANIZATION

Greater Middletown Preservation Trust
ADDRESS

27 Washington St., Middletown, CT 06457
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21 THREATS TO BUILOING OR SITE

E] None knowr D Highways D Yondalism D Developers D Other
D Renewal D Private D Deterioration D Zoning D Explonation
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19 cont'd

As a boy Horace had been "apprenticed to Mr. Usher of Haddam, to learn the trade
of dressing cloth" (Newton:1912). He later worked in Northford and became very
proficient at his trade:

Woolen cloth for outside wear, after being woven on the family loom, was
sent to the dresser's to be finished. Here it was fulled, dyed, sheared,
and pressed. Teazels were used to pick up a nap, then all rough places
sheared off, then it was pressed to smoothness again. (Newton:66)

By the 1840s, mechanization had replaced the hand manufacture of cloth, and Horace
Camp, who in 1826 had married his cousin Delight Camp, daughter of Samuel C. Camp,
purchased the house from his father-in-law in 1847. He took up farming. Although
he lived in the village, his lands were several miles away, in the east hills. His
biographer states that "he was a regular attendant at the South Congregational
Church, and loyal to the belief that the Green is the true center of the town."
(Newton:1903) Horace Newton died in 1885. The house remained in the Hewton family
until the 1940s when it was sold to the Durham Grange Building Association. It
was purchased by its present owners in 1953.

This house is architecturally significant as a fine example of the late Federal
style in Durham. Its historical significance derives from its association with the
Camp and Newton families, who were among Durham's earliest settlers.



