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1. BUILDING NAME (Commoa, (Hisloric) 

I Coe-Parsons House 
2. TOWN CITY I VILLAGE I COUNTY 

z D.lrham Middlesex 
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TO PUBLIC: [Xl Yes 0 No KJYes DNa With pennission 
7. STYLE OF BUILDING DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 

Greek Revival 1829-1830 
8. MATE:RIALlSlllndicale us~ or locallon when app,()prt,1IP! o Clapboard o Asbestos Siding [JdH~ey OOther 

(Specify) 

o Woad Shingle o Asphalt Siding o Fiel'dstone 

o Board & Batten o Stucco o Cobblestone 
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IX] Cut stone 
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9 STRUCTURA'L 5YS7EM 

Q Wood frame' [XI Past and beam o balloon o Other I Specify) 
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11 NUMBER OF STORIE5\ APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 

?k main block 31'x28', rear addit: 24'x27', south addit: 16'xl2' 
12 CONDITION ,51"11"10(;11, f F: ."'t·( ,"r 1 

IX] Excellent o Good o Fair o Deteriorated I [ZJ Excellent o Good o Fair o Deteriorated 
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15 SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 

:::J Open land 
o Woad· 

lond [ZJ Residential o Scattered buildings visible from site 

[XJ Cammerciol 
o Indus· 

trial D. Rurol =zJ High building density 

16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF 8UILDING AND SURROUNDINGS 

This handsare Greek. Fevi val house stands on a cx:mrodious one and three quarter acre 

tree-shaded lot. on D.lrham' s Main Street, near the intersection of lbute 68. 
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windows in the main block are surrrounted by crown-rrolded lintels with corner blocks 
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The Coe-Parsons house is a t'MJ and a half story, three bay side-hall Greek Revival residence. 
It boasts full length corner pilasters with entasis which rise to a full pediment. This 
pediment contains a demi-lune fanlight. A hip-roofed porch supported by heavy square re­
cessed panel colwnns of late nineteenth century origins stands on the north, 'M'::!st and east 
sides of the house. The main entry, which is frarred with pilasters contains a transom 
and sidelights. The windows in the main block are 6x6 throughout. They are surrrounted by 
crown-rrolded lintels with corner blocks. There are three additions to this house, all dating 
fran the nineteenth century. The largest, a one and a half story gable roof kitchen ell 
stands to the rear of the main block. Built in the Greek Revival style, with eyebrow win­
dows, it may date fran shortly after the main block was built. Two one story additions to 
the north and south sides of the house stand on brick foundations. They appear to date from 
the construction of the porch in the second half of the nineteenth century. The fenestration 
of the additions is consistent with that of the main block. 
In June of 1829, Manoah Camp sold 53 rods of his home lot to Benjamin Hutchins Cae, a well-to 
do young man with artistic ambitions. The son of a wealthy Middlefield farmer, Elijah Cae, 
Benjamin Cae had married a Durham belle, Lydia CUrtis, in 1823. With a substantial inhe' 
tance and sophisticated sensibilities, young Cae I S house was bound to be unusual--and SOl 

was. He evidently brought in craftsrren from outside D..lrham to erect it, for in execution and 
design it is far rrore elegant than any other Greek Revival structure in town. He only lived 
in the house for three years. In 1833, he rroved to New York City, where he became a notable 

D.J.rham Land Records; D.J.rham Vital Records; Middletown Probate Records; Federal Census of 1820 
1850, 1880; Beers, J.B. History of Middlesex County, Connecticut (New York: J.B. Beers & Co., 
1884); Durham History Corrmittee, Durham, cr, 1866-1980: Century of Change (D.J.rham:1980); 
Fowler, William C. History of D.J.rham (Durham: W.C .. Fowler , 1866); Whited, Milton, Durham IS 

Heritage (D.J.rham:1976); 1859 Walling Map; 1874 Beers Atlas. 
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caE-PARSONS HOUSE, 94 MaID Street, Durham 

19. art dealer and author of .l::xJoks on painting and drawing. The purchaser of his 
house was Sarruel Parsons (1788-1848), a D.rrham native who had prospered in New 
York City as a dry goods rrerchant. Afflicted with tul::erculosis, he retired to 
his birthplace at the age of 45. On Parson's death in 1848, the house passed to 
his widow, who lived in it until her death in 1887. She left it to her urnnarried 
daughters, Catherine (1829-1896) and Caroline (1836-1894), roth of whom lived in 
New Haven. In 1902, the property was sold to John R. Smith, a painter and decor­
ator, whose wife was Harriet Eliza Coe, a rousin of Benjamin H. Coe and the 
daughter of one of Durham's -wealthiest citizens. She soL .... t:1e house in 1938 to 
Austin M. Ack.ennan, D.rrham Center pJstma.ster and proprietor of Ack.ennan' s Store. 
The house passed to its present owners in 1973. 
This house is un::jUestionably the finest and ITOSt high style example of Greek Re­
vival architecture in Durham. Its historical significance derives from its 
association with Benjamin H. Coe, the nineteenth century artist and art dealer, 
and Samuel Parsons, one of the leading figures in D.rrham' sante-bellum corra.rercial 
life. 


