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59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 
QUAD1 

(203) 566·3005 
DISTRICT IIF NR SPECIFY 

Os ONR o Actual 0 Potential 
1. BUIl.DING NAME (Common) (Historic! 

Guernsey Bates I Squi re-Bates Store 
2. TOWN CITY I VIl.l.AGE I COUNTY 

Z Durham Middlesex 0 
j::: 3 STREET AND NUMBER land or loealfon) 
« 115 Ma in Street u -U. 4 OWNERfS) 
j::: 

Heck, Carl H. & Sheil a C. OPublic IX] Private Z 
W 
0 5 USE (Prt!.""H) 1/11.<;( oru'l - Residence . I Store/Res i dence 

6ACCESSIBILITYi EXTERIOR VISIBLE FROM PUBl.1C ROAD I INTERIOR ACCESSIBLE I IF YES. EXPLAIN 

TO PUBLIC: [XJ Yes 0 No DYes rnNo 
I S fYLt:. OF BUILDING DATE OF CONSTRUC ION 

Colonial ca. 1796 
B. MAT!::RIALfSI IIndicate use or location when approprJalP) 

[XJ Clapboard o Asbestos Siding OBrick 
OOther 

(Spec:ify) 

o Wood Shingle o Asphalt Siding o Fieldstone 

o Board & Batten o Stucco o Cobblestone 

o Aluminum 
Siding 

o Concrete 
Type: 

[X] Cut stone 
Type: SaRdstm:lfiil ~cHmdat~(;H\ 

9 STRUCTURA1.. 5YS7EM 

[XJ Wood frame [i] Po st and beom o balloon o Other (Specify) 

o Load bearing masonry o Structural iron or steel 

10 ROO FIT \'1''" I , 

(i] Gable o Flot o Mansard o Monitor o sawtooth 

z o Gambrel o Shed o Hip o Round 
o Other 

I Spec ,(yl 
0 
j::: , Malena/) 
Il. 

a:: o Wood Shingle 
DRoll o Tin o Slate U Asphalt 

VI 
W Other 
0 [L Asphalt shingle o Built up o Tile O'Specdyl 

11 NUMBER OF STORIESl APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 

11: 24' X 32' 
1, CUNDI J ION ,Sln,,·rur,,/. , r:."( ft'r I (It I 

o Excellent [iJ Good o Fair o Deteriorated I 0 Excellent [Xl Good o Fair o Deteriorated 

13 INTEGRITY, L'" "II"", I WHEN' l'ffi";::''''O No IIF ;;~0~x:1L;~N 1940 o On original [i) Moved 1847 site 
HI RELATED OUTBUILDINGS OR LANDSCAPE FEATURES 

CXJ Barn o Shed o Garage o Other landscape features or buildings' Specify) 

o Carriage 
house o Shop o Garden 

15 SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 

:::J Open land o Wood· 
land [Xl Residential o Scattered buildings visible from site 

o Commercial 
o Indus. 

trial D. Rural ::1J High bui,lding density 
16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS 

The Squire-Bates Store is now on the west side of Main Street, just north of the 
Elias Austin House. It originally stood on the site of the present-day First Church 
of Christ. A l~-story barn with vertical flush-boarding stands behind the bu ild i ng. 
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17 OTHER NOTA8LE FEATURES OF' BUILDING OR SITE IIIII"(llIr ,Hoi oIr 1",\(""0(1 

This historically commercial building was moved to its present site in 1847. The 
facade doorway is flanked by fluted pilasters which rise to a simple crown-moulded 
lintel. A modern exterior chimney is on the north side. A full-length addition has 
been made to the rear of the building. 

BUILDER 

19 HISTORICAL OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE 

The Squire-Bates Store, now a residence, is a simple l~-story, 4 bay, Colonial 
period building which rests on a sandstone foundation. It was built in 1796. Its 
post-and-beam frame has an asphalt-shingled gable roof and is clapboarded. The 
facade entryway is off-center. In January 1796 Phineas Squires bought a Main 
Street plot, with dwelling house and barn, from Martha and Robert Fairchild of 
Fairfield. The First Church of Christ stands on this lot today. Only a month 
later in 1796, however, Squires sold the lot, with a newly built store upon it, to 
Daniel and Guernsey Bates. Dennis Camp received the property in 1835. In that year 
and the next, the store building was used as a schoolhouse by Gaylord Newton. In 
1847 Camp conveyed the property to the First Ecclesiastical Society of Durham, IIfor 
the purpose of building a Church thereon ll (DLR 19:310). Guernsey Bates l old dwelling 
house was pulled down, but the store building was moved to its present site. It 
eventually became the dwelling house of Sereno Leete, a Durham farmer. This building 
is important as one of the earliest extant commercial structures in Durham. 

Durham Land Records; Durham Vital Records; Middletown Probate Records; Federal Census of 
1820, 1850, 1880; Beers, J.B., History of Middlesex County, Connecticut (New York: J.B. 
Beers & Co., 1884); Durham History Committee, Durham, CT, 1866-1980: Centur of Chan e 
(Durham: 1980); Fowler, William C~ History of Our am ur am: W.C. Fowler, 866: Whited, 
Milton, Durham's Heritage (Durham: 1976); 1859 Walling Map; 1874. Beers Atlas. 
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Peter Ha 11 6/83 
VIEW NEGATIVE ON FILE 

SE 6:31 
N ME DATE 

J. McCord 8/83 
ORGANIZATION 

Greater Middletown Preservation Trust 
R SS 

27 Washington St., Middletown, Conn. 06457 
20 SUBSEQUENT FIELD EVALUATIONS 

T BUILDING OR I 

o None knowr. o Highways o Vandalism o Developers DOther ___ _ 

Renewal Private Deterioration 


