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DISTRICTY (F NR SPECIFY

Os O | Daca [ porenial

1. BUILDING NAME (Commoan) {Historic) j
Notre Dame Rectory Fairchild, Robert, House
2 TOWN CITY VILLAGE COUNTY
4 .
o Durham Middlesex
- 3 STREET AND NUMBER (and or Tocatton)
S 130 Main Street
i FTOWNERGT oo ‘ . e . "
L Notre Dame Church Corporation — E]“ﬁ;,b“c E{] Brivota ™™
g S USET(Present) . ) tHistore}
- Residence ’ Residence
6. EXTERIOR VSIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIBLE TFYES EXPLAIN
ACCESSIBILITY . . .
70 pUBLIC: | [¥] ves (Oro |E)ves [One | With permission
7 STYLE OF BUILDING : GATE OF CONSTRUCTION
Colonial ca. 1730
8 MATERIALTS] (Indicate use or location when appropriate) h
Other
Clapboard D Asbestos Siding D Brick (Specify)
D Wood Shingle DAsphoh Siding D Fieldstone
D Board & Batten D Stucco D Cobblestone
D Aluminum D Concrete Cut stone sandstone
Siding Type: e X| Type:
9 STRUCTURAL SYSTEM .
VWood frame @ Post and beom D balloon D Other ! Specify)
D Lood bearing masonry D Structural iron or steel
10 ROOF 1 Tvped
Gable D Flat D Mansard D Monitor D sawtooth
Other
z D Gambrel D Shed D Hip D Round tSpecify)
o .
- ‘Material! .
= Roll
= o
g D Wood Shingle D Asphalt D Tin D Slate
w Other
=}
E__C: Asphalt shingle D Built up D Tile D'Spec"y’
11 NUMBER OF STORIES APPROX'MA_TE DIME NSIONS
2% - 37" x 28'
VI CONDTTION (Strm tural, tExterion}
[;] Excellent D Good D Fair D Deteriorated I @ Excellent D Good D Foir D Deteriorated
13 INTEGRITY «Lon atrone WHEN 7 T AT Tt s IF YES Expuucia T
[Q On original D E one-story addition to SE corner; two-story
site Moved Ves D No jaddition to NE corner
T& RELCATED OUTBUILDINGS OR LANOSCAPE FEATURES
D Barn D Shed [:;a Garage D Other londscope fectures or buildings ! Specify!
Carriage
D house D Shop D Garden
15 SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT
W - i
j Open lond ‘;::’d Residential D Scottered buildings visible from site
indus-
D Commercial triol D Rural (}ZJ High building density
16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS
This house is set back 30' from Main Street and stands on a 1.5 acre wqoded lot.
{OVER)




¥7 OTHER NOTABLE FEAYURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and of ex(etior

This center-chimney, 5 bay, colonial house, although appearing to be in pristine condition
has been subject to many alteratioms. A turn of the century photograph (Newton, 53) shows
it with a full-length wraparound porch. It may have been changed in other ways as well.
As it presently stands, the house presents standard Colonial features. On the first story
of its facade, four 12 x 12 windows symmetrically flank a doorway with a plain frame which
contains a replacement vertical flushboard door with replacement wrought iron strap hinges
On the second story, five 12 x 12 sash are arranged in the Georgian mode. The south gable
~end contains a "funeral door" with a doorframe which, although appearing old, is not origin
to the house (it does not appear in the ca. 1900 photograph). This doorway contains a
replacement vertical flushboard door with replacement wrought iron strap hinges. (CONT.)

DESCRIPTION {Contlnued)

T8 ARCHITECT BUILDER

19 HISTORICAC OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE

This house was built around ‘1730 by Robert Fairchild at the time of his marriage to Ann
Curtis. Fairchild erected the dwelling on the southern portion of his father's homelot,
which he received in DecembBer of 1729. Born in Durham in 1703, Robert was the son of
Samuel and Mary Fairchild. The elder Fairchild, a native of Stratford, was one of Dur-
ham's original proprietors. Robert served as a town representative from 1739 to 1744 and
was a charter member of the Book Company of Durham, which was founded in 1733 and believed
to be one of the country's earliest libraries. In 1746/7 Fairchild, who had removed to
Stratford, sold this house to John Rowlson of Guilford. Rowlson sold the property to Mosec
Sheldon of Middletown in October of 1747. Two years later Sheldon married Elizabeth Grave
and they raised three children: Ezra (1750), Moses (1752), and Mary (1753). Joseph Sted-
man of Windsor bought the house in 1751/2 and sold it a few months later to Benjamin Wells
Wells sold the property three months later in September of 1752 to James
Tibbals. Born in Farmington to Joseph and Abigail Tibbals, James (b. 1720) married Martha
Spencer in 1744. James Arnold of Durham acquired the house in 1771. Col. Arnold had
married Tabatha Parsons in 1765 and they raised three children: Tabitha (1776), James
(1782), Whiting (1785). 1In 1786 Richard Spelman and Seth Turner purchased the property,
which included 3% acres, dwelling house, and barn. Shortly thereafter Job Merwin bought
the house for 1L300. The son of Miles and Mary Merwin, Job (1749-1824) served as a town
Trepresentative in 1808 . Upon his death in 1824 he willed his homestead to his wife Martha.
In 1845 Martha Merwin willed.the property to her daughter by her first marriage, (CONT.)

SIGNIFICANCE

of Durham.

Durham Land Records; Durham Vital Records; Middletown Probate Records; Beers, J.B.
History of Middlesex County, Connecticut (New York: J.B. Beers & Co., 1884); Fowler, Willi
C. History of Durham (Durham: W.C. Fowler, 1866); 1859 Walling Map, 1874 Beers Atlas;

Newton, Caroline G. Miles Merwin, 1623-1697, and One Branch of His Descendants (1909).
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Placed close to this door is a single 12 x 12 window. To the rear of this window is a

narrow one-story shed-roof addition built in the nineteenth century. It features a

large multi-paned picture window which dates from the late nineteenth century. The
windows on the second story of the south side are 8 x 12 and in the peak, a 6 x 6.

two-story, shed-roof addition, also of nineteenth-century. origin, stands on the northeast
It features 12 x 12 on the first story and 2 x 2 sash on the second.

corner of the house,

19.'

Mary Ann Bowers.  On her death in 1851, the house was sold to Susan Clark, whose estate
in 1891. On her death two years later, the house passed by will to
Fanny B. Hubbard and in 1896 to William and Grace Hubbard, who owned the house until 1940.

sold it to Fanny Camp

A

The house passed through several owners until 1960, when it was purchased by the Notre

Dame Church as a rectory.

Architecturally, this house is notable as one of Durham's

earliest surviving residential structures, dating from the second decade of the town's

settlement.

Historically, it is notable for its association with a number of early

Durham families, including the Fairchilds, Sheldens, Tibbals, Arnolds, and Merwins.




