HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY - FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

BUILDING AND STRUCTURES
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CONMNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION Ll
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OISTRICT IF NR SPECIFY

; Os Ok | 0 acwal

D Potential

1. BUILDING NAME (Commoa) THistoric)
Chauncey, Charles, House
2. TOWN CITY . VILLAGE COUNTY
3 | Durham Middlesex
- . REE ND NUMBER (and or location)
<
9 | Cherry Lane (& Fowler Ave), East side
4. OWNERI(S)
E DP bli 'z] Private
z . ublic
g 14 U;%y;l!rprggeu’u:D d & CaY‘Q_I tHistorwe )
Residence l Residence
6. EXTERIOR VSIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIBLE IWFYES. EXPLAIN
ACCESSIBILITY D
TO PUBLIC: m Yes D No l Yes No
. UILDING DATE OF CONSTRUCTION
18th-19th century Domestic ca, 1776
8. MATERIAL(S) (Indicate use or lucation when appropriate} oth .
Y ther
Clapboard D Asbestos Siding D Brick . D {Specify)
D Wood Shingle [___-] Asphalt Siding Fieldstone
D Board & Batten D Stucco D Cobblestone
Aluminum Concret Cut stone
Siding Type:qégdé&%sg Lot iohdl Type: Sandstane
9 STRUCTURAL SYSTEM
Wood frame @ Post and beam D balloon D Other (Specify)
D Load bearing masonry . D Structural iron or steel
10 ROOF iTvpe) ‘ N .
[X] Gable D Flat D Mansard D Monitor D sawtcoth
Other
g D Gambrel D Shed D Hip D Round {Specify)
E Material} .
= Roll
§ (] Wood shingle Asphalt (] Tin O siare
i - Other
e [z Asphalt shingle D Built up D Tile D'SP?C"Y’
11 NUMBER OF STORIES] APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS
2% 28'x17'
12 CONDITION (Structural: . tExtoctar)
D Excellent D Good Fair D Deteriorated D Excellient D Good @ Fair D Deteriorated
13 INTEGRITY s L atitvn WHEN ? telltebal testing IF YES EXPLAIN
0 iginal .y .
sre 0 [ moved (X ves [Ino jadditions: N-5x24%3;E-263x103NE-16x16;SE:5x12;
T& RELATED OUTBUIUDINGS OR LANDSCAPE FEATURES - SW-5X13%; 8%)( ]O'
@ Barn D Shed D Garage [__X] Other landscape features or buildings ! Specify!
Carriage 3 .
D hooseg D Shop D Garden mil khouse’ COOP(Z)
15 SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT .
:] Open land 'V::‘c:’d- @ Residential D Scattered buildings visible from site
dus-
D Commercial ::;;['s D Rural ‘ ’] High building density
16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF SUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS
Facing west, the Charles Chauncey House sits at the intersectiop of Cherry Lane
and Fowler Avenue. Bordered by open fields, the surrounding neighborhood consists
of eighteenth, nineteenth and twentieth-century residential dwellings.
N (OVER)



At = U RS W GBS U DB eT O iU or PREGILOET

This house has undergone many changes. In 1720 Rev. Nathaniel Chauncey built a 1} story,

E center-chimney gable-roofed house. The house burned and a new house was built by Charles ,
£ | Chauncey, grandson of Rev. Nathaniel, ca. 1780s: It is possible that a second story was
& | added at this time with the entrance being on the north side. The house since then has
= | undergone other alterations. Around the mid-nineteenth century  full-length, 2 story
2 | north and south side balloon-framed extensions were added along with a large gable roof.
& | The large chimney probably was replaced. At one point, a full-length, one-story, north
B | addition was made with an open west porch entrance; on the south side a 2 story, balloon-
w | framed, gable-roofed extension was added with a south-end half-length open porch, supported
@ I by two free-standing columns. The facade presently has three bays. Six-over-six sash flank
a boarded-up double window where a possible center door might have been. The second (cont)
T AECHITECT BUICGER
15 HISTORICAL OR ARCHITECTURAL TMPORTANCE
The Charles Chauncey house is a clapboarded, 2% story, nineteenth-century domestic style
building. The post-and-beam frame is oriented gable-to-street and is topped by a small
center chimney, and rests on a sandstone-fieldstone foundation.
Charles Chauncey acquired a 100-acre piece of land from his father Elihu, son of Rev.
Nathaniel, in 1781. He owned the house for twenty-three years and sold a five-six acre
U piece of the Tand, including the house, to Gideon, Ashil and Jeb Canfield in 1804.
Z {Charles Chauncey (1747-1823), born in Durham, became a lawyer after studying with James
g Abraham Hillhouse. In 1786, he was accepted to the Bar and in 1736 was appointed
z | Attorney to the State of Connecticut. Charles and his wife Abigail Darling, lived in
2 | New Haven for most of their lives. They had five children: Charles, Elihu, Nathaniel,
Sarah and Abigail.
Viewing the Chauncey House from the exterior only, this building has no particularly
unusual features. However upon examining the interior, a much older structure is
evident and the a]terationsvmade are seen clearly.
17)cont.
floor contains three windows and, & six-paned window is centered in the gable. Other
additions include a full length singlestory east side addition with a basement underneath.
w | Durham Land Records; Durham Vital Records; Middletown Probate Recor@s; Federal Census of
o | 1820, 1850, 1880; Beers, J.B., History of Middlesex County, Connecticut (New York: J.B.
| Beers & Co., 1884); Durham History Committee, Durham, C1, 1866-1980: Century of Change
& | (Durham:1980); Fowler, William C., History of Durham (Durham: W.C. Fowler, 1866); Whited,
Milton, Durham's Her itage (Durham:1976); 1859 Walling Map; 1974 Beers Atlas.
=T PHOTOGRAFPHER AT E
g -‘Alex Parades 5/84
F [ TVEWV NEGATIVE ON FILE
1 E 10:10
N NAME DATE
@1 I. Heublein 8/25/83
8 owexmTZATTON
.§ Greaggr Middletown Preservation Trust
Y 127 Washington St., Middletown, Conn. 06457
WS TS EVALUATIONS '
i
T w—
D None known D ighways D Vandalism D Developers E(] other Building presently being

insulated; rembde]ing/édditians might

(X] Renewal D Private D Deterloration D Zoning E Explonation .
T o ' PossibiTity o7 Dar

buildings being taken down.
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