HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
BUILDING AND STRUCTURES -
HIST-6 NEW S 77 Town No.. Site No. 43
STATE OF CONNECTICUT ' , e f [} -
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION i N RN RN RN
59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 QUAD:
(203) 566-3005
OISTRICT IF NR SPECIFY
Os [Oww | (D acwat [ Potential

1. BUILDING NAME (Common)

(Historic} | .
Merwin, Miles T., House
2 TOWN CITY VILLAGE COUN_TY
z | Durham Middlesex
Q
- 3 ST.REET AND NUMBER (and m'!avalmnﬁ
S| Maiden Lane, south side
&[5 owWNERTS) ‘
=] Alexis and >usan Carroll Ceubtic [X] Private
‘g S USE (present) fHistone)
=] Residence l Residence
GACCESSIBILITY EXTERIOR VSIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIBLE IFYES EXPLAIN
70 PUBLIC: | (%] Yes Cwe | Oves Mo
7T OSTYLE OF BUILDING DATE OF CONSTRUCTION
Greek Revival 1848
8 MATERIALIS) (Indicate use or lucation when appropriate) h
. Ot
C|apbourd Asbestos Siding DBrick EB(Spee:ify) flushboard
D Wood Shingle D Asphalt Siding D Fieldstone
D Board & Batten D Stucco D Cobblestone
Aluminum Concrete Cut stone
D Siding Type: o Type: sandstone
9 STRUCTURAL SYSTEM
Wood frame Post and beam [::] balloon D Other 1 Specify)
D Load bearing masonry D Structural iron or steel
10 ROOF i Tvpe) .
Gable D quv' D Mansard D Monitor D sawtooth
Other
z D Gambrel D Shed D Hip D Round tSpec:fy)
[w]
- Materiall
& Roll
o
§ D Wood Shingle Asphalt D Tin [_—_] Slate
w Other
[»]
[Z Aspholt shingle D Built up D Tile D'SPEC’IY’
11 NUMBER OF STORIES] APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS
2% 29 x 24; 24 x 16; 13 x 14
T2 CONDITION (Structurals tEXTertor)
m Excellent G Good D Fair D Deteriorated l @ Excellent D Good D Fair D Deteriorated
13 INTEGRITY Lw ation WHEN 7 s Hterations, 1IF YES EXPLAIN
iginal P
0 %0 [ moved K] ves [ Jno| garage addition
14 RELATED OUTBUILDINGS OR LANDSCAPE FEATURES .
D Barn D Shed [E Garage D Other landscape features or buildings ! Spec:fy!
Carria
D hou sege D Shop D Garden
15 SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT
w .
:Q Open land |°:°dd D Residential D Scattered buildings visible from site
Indus-
D Commercial D ':\m\;s B'Rurul j High building density
16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING- AND SURROUNDINGS
Located in a rural residential neighborhood, the Miles T. Merwin House is surrounded by
open fields and woodland. The Regional District #13 High School is located to the
southeast.
(OVER)




17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE rintertor and or exterior)

Fully Greek Revival in character, the three-bay facade features a pedimented flushboarded
gable end with an eight-paned rectangular window. The facade door, which exhibits a
four-paned overlight and four-paned sidelights, is shielded by a large decorative portico.
Two massive square posts rise into a segmental arch topped with a keystone. Capped witlk

a flat roof, the portico displays a dentiled course trimming the eaves. Six-over-six sa...
are featured throughout. A 24 story ell projects from the south elevation. Annexed to
the rear of the ell is a 14 story extension with "eyebrow" windows. Additions include a
modern garage.

DESCRIPTiwd (Continued)

8 ARCHITECT BUILDER

19 HISTORICAL OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE

Facing north onto Maiden Lane, this 24 story Greek-Revival-style house was erected
in 1848. Oriented gable-to-street, the facade is flushboarded. The rear and side eleva-
tions are clapboarded. Resting on a sandstone foundation, the post-and-beam frame is
capped by an asphalt-shingled roof.

Miles Talcott Merwin (1822-1904) built this house in 1848, at the time of his marriage
to Elizabeth Ann Tyler of North Branford. The son of Miles Merwin, Jr. and Wealthy Sage,
Miles T. was a successful farmer and lumberman. He and Henry Tucker each owned a half
interest in the saw mill on Mill Pond. Each used the mill on alternating weeks and. shipped
their lumber all over the United States, even as far away as California. An ardent Repub-
Tican, Miles T. was "noted for his firmness and courage in adversity, taking his part
wherever it lay without regard to praise or blame" (C. G. Newton, Miles Merwin, 1909).

His first wife Elizabeth bore him one son, Miles Tyler (b. 1849), before her death in 1849.
In 1851 Merwin married Ellen A. Foote (1824-1889) of Branford. They raised six children:
El1a, Walter, Benjamin, Emily, Ralph, and Agnes. In 1867 Merwin bought a large lot of land
on Blue Mountain in Hamilton County, New York. It was here he built the original Blue
Mountain House, a small summer hotel. His son Miles Tyler rebuilt the Blue Mountain Ho:
and ran a successful summer resort for many years. In 1900 he sold his Durham homesteaa

to his three single daughters, Agnes, Ella, and Emily. A1l three Merwin daughters were
employed as teachers and taught in Durham and Middletown. Agnes for a number of years
taught in Springfield, Massachusetts. (SEE CONTINUATION SHEET)

SIGNIFICANCE

Durham Land Records; Durham Vital Records; Middletown Probate Records; Federal Census of
1820, 1850, 1880; Beers, J. B., History of Middlesex County, Connecticut (New York: J. B.
Beers & Co., 1884); Durham History Committee, Durham, CT, 1866-1980: Century of Change
(Durham: 1980); Fowler, William C., History of Durham (Durham: W. C. Fowler, 1866);

Whited, Milton, Durham's Heritage (Durham: 1976); 1859 Walling Map; 1874 Beers Atlas. Newton
Caroline G., Miles Merwin, 1623-1697 and One Branch of His Descendants, 1909.
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Virtually unchanged since its construction, this fine example of the Greek
Revival style is significant for its Association with Miles T. Merwin, a prosperous
and influential citizen of Durham in the nineteenth century.




