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1. BUILDING NAME (Common)

Os [Owr
{Historic )

Curtis-Coe House

D Built up D Tile

[;j Asphalt shingle

D'Spec:fy)

2. TOWN CIiTY VILLAGE COUNTY
z Durham Middlesex
- ‘ 3 STREET AND NUMBER (and or location]
S| Maiden Lane, north side
i [T swnER®
£ | Marion B. Newton U pustic (X Privare
g 5 USE {Present) tHistore )
= | Residence l Residence
GACCESSIBILITY EXTERIOR VGIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIBLE TFYES EXPLAIN
76 puBLIC: | [X] Ves [ e l [ Yes I
7 STYLE OF BUILDING DATE OF CONSTRUCTION
Colonial ca. 1745
8. MATCRIALIS) (Indicate use or location when appropriate)
Other
D Clapbooard Asbestos Siding D Brick (Specify)
@ Wood Shingle D Asphalit Siding D Fieldstone
D Board & Batten D Stucco D Cobblestone
D Aluminum 4 D Concrete Cut stone
Siding Type: Type:
§ STRUCTURAL SYSTEM
&] Wood frame [B Post and beam D balloon D Other / Specify)
[:] l.ood bearing masonry D Structural iron or steel
10 ROOQOF iTwvpe) .
(}j Gable D Flat D Mansard D Monitor D sawtooth
Other
z D Goambrel D Shed D Hip D Round tSpecify)
[o]
- Material)
= Roll
8 [:' Wood Shingle Asphalt D Tin D Slate
v
g Other

11 NUMBER OF STORIES| ARPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS

34 x 36

21

2
V2 CONDITION (Structurals

m Excellent D Good

D Fair D Deteriorated J B Excellent

tEXterrord

D Good D Fair D Deteriorated

13 INTEGRITY (L ow altesn

@ (s)ir;eoriginol D Moved Yes

WHEN 7

s et e~y

_IF YES EXPLAIN

Facade porch and rear additions

Tne

14 RELATED OUTBUILDINGS OR LANDSCAPE FEATURES

@ Barn D Shed [B Garage
D E:Lr;:ge D Shop D Garde

D Other landscope features or buildings ' Specify!

15 SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT .

Wood-

:X) Open land ,:r:’d Residential
Indus-

D Commercial ,:‘i,;;s @ Rural

J

Scottered buildings visible from site

:Q High building density

open fields.

16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS

Facing south, the Curtis-Coe House is located on a lot at the corner of Maiden and Brick
Janes. Situated in an area once actively farmed, the house is still surrounded by wide



17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE tintertor und or extecior)

The five-bay facade, which features a large frontal overhang, is highlighted by a
decorative, Victorian-period veranda. Idential to the veranda on the Andrew Hull Home-
stead (114 Main Street), it is most Tikely that Mr. Hull, a builder, erected this

porch also. Supported by turned posts and decoratively sawn brackets, the porch features
an elaborately sawn balustrade. The second floor exhibits original eight-over-twelve

sash and the first floor displays six-over-six windows. Two small additions extend from
the rear. A number of small farm buildings remain on the grounds.
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19 HISTORICAL OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE

Built about 1745, this 24 story, center-chimney, Colonial-period house rests on a
sandstone foundation. The wood-shingled post-and-beam timbers are topped with a ridge-
to-street, asphalt-shingled gable roof.

This house was built about 1745 by James Curtis, Sr. (1686-1765), a native of Stam-
ford and one of Durham's original proprietors. Curtis and his wife Hannah (1698-1758)
had ten children: James, Jr., Sarah, Esther, Mary, Phebe, John, David, Hannah, Abigail,
and Eunice. A farmer, James, Sr. had a slave named Pelu who was baptized in 1745. The
first deed reference made to this house is in 1746 when James sells to his son David
"for love and affection one-half of my new dwelling house, barn and homelot" (DLR 6:21).
In 1748 David (b. 1724) received the other half of the property from his father. David
married Thankful Thomson in 1747. John Curtis (1721-1800) acquired the house and barn
from his brother in 1773. Upon his death in 1800, John presumably willed the house to
his son John, Jr. (1760-1812). 1In 1794 John, Jr. married Lydia Hall, who died in 1799.
He married his second wife, Ruth Parmelee (1769-1816), in 1801. John, Jr. willed the
house to his daughter Lydia, his only child (b. 1802). In 1823 Lydia married Benjamin H.
Coe, a renowned nineteenth-century painter. The Coes, who had moved to New York City, {
sold the house to prosperous farmer Miles T. Merwin in 1851. In 1852 Miles T. sold it
to his father tiiles Merwin, Jr., who was also a successful farmer and a prosperous manu-
facturer., Peter Bierce of Cromwell bought the house in 1855 and sold it to Lewey Griswold
in 1860. Mrs. Griswold and her husband, Dr. Wait R. Griswold, owned the house (CONTINED)
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until 1866 when they moved to Easton, Connecticut. Henry Huntington Newton and his
wife Caroline Gaylord Wewton were the next owners. Mr. Newton (b. 1841), the son of
Roger W. Newton and Caroline Huntington, was schooled at the Durham Academy and later
had a private tutor in Middletown. In 1862 he joined Company B of Connecticut's
Fourteenth Regiment, "but after a day and night of tent 1ife he was rejected for physical
disability"” (J. H. Beers, Commemorative Biographicals, 1903). A farmer, Newton was
very active in the First Congregational Church. A member of the Board of Education,
he was a practicing Republican. In 1902 he represented Durham in the Connecticut
General Assembly. Caroline Gaylord Newton was the daughter of Gaylord Newton and
Nancy Merwin. Both Caroline and her husband were seventh-generation descendants of
the first Miles Merwin. Also educated at the Durham Academy, Caroline later taught
school in Durham and Wallingford. She was also an active member in the church and
the Durham Historical Society. The house remains in the Newton family.

One of the earliest structures remaining in Durham, the Curtis-Coe House derives
its significance from its association with the Curtis, Coe, Merwin, and Newton families.



