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. Edwards' Candle House and· Collies Farm I Southmayd, Elisha, House 
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j Haddam Quarter Road, north side, .7 miles east of Brick Lane 
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Residential/commercial 
6ACCESSIBILITyi EXTERIOR V5IBLE FROM PUBLC ROAD 

TO PUBLIC: Iii] Yes 0 No· 
I. STYLE OF BUILDING 

Federal 

INTERIOR ACCESSIBLE IIF Yt:.s. I:.XPLAIN 

I WYes DNa' with permission 
DATE OF CONS'HUI,; ,vN 

c;;a. 1835 
8. MATERIAL1Sl(lndicale use or location when approprial'" 

IX] Clapboard 0 Asbestos Siding Ii] Brick O 
Other (Specify) _______________________ _ 

o Wood Shingle o Asphalt Siding o Fieldstone 

o Board & Ba~ten o Stucco o Cobblestone 

O Aluminum 0 Concrete 
Siding Type:. 

n Cut stone 
llU Type: sandstone foundation 

9. STRUCTURAl. SYS7EM 

IX] Wood frame [XJ Post and beam [i] balloon additions 0 Other (Specifyl _______________ _ 

o Load bearing masonry D Structural iron or steel 
10 ROOF fT,·" .. ) 

IX] Gable o Flat o Mansard o Monitor o sawtooth 

o Gambrel [XJ Shed OHiP o Round 
o Other 

(Specify) 

I Material} 

o Wood Shingle 
DRoll 

Asphalt o Tin o Slate 

w r--' 0 . Other 
o IX....: Asphalt shingle ,Built up 0 Tile 0 (Specify! 

II NUMBER OF STORIE~, /i APPtROX!I"'j\:rJ; .oIMENSiQNS 14 eas aaal~lon: I~ X 
2i Main block: 25 x 30; north addition: 13 x 46; west addition: 13 x 20; 
'': L.uNUI,luN ,Slrrw,ura', ,F-xll'""r' 

o Excellent 0 Goad [R] Fair D Deteriorated I 0 Excellent 0 Good G Fair 0 Deteriorated 
13 INTEGRITY IL· •• ,11"/1' I WHEN' 1"11'",.", .. ",, I IF YES EXPLAIN 

lKJ~i~eariginal o Moved 0 Yes DNo Extensive additions to north, west, and east side 
14 Rt:.LATEO OUTBUILDINGS OR LANDSCAPE FEATURES 

lliJ Barn ~ Shed 0 Garage 0 'Other landscape features or buildings (Specify! 

O 
Carriage 
house o Shop o Garden 

15 SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 

=:J Open land 0 ~~c:l D Residential 

O 0 Indus- r.:1 
Commercial trial LOJ Rural 

16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SUR.ROUNDINGS 

o Scattered buildings visible from site 

CJ High building density 

This house stands on the north side of Haddam Quarter Road, at a point where the. road curves 
to the north, in the midst of an unspoiled rural setting. 
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'7 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE 1/"'''''''' illld <II ,.X'"""" 

The Elisha Southmayd House is one of four residences on the Haddam Quarter Road asso­
ciated with the Southmayd Family. The structure consists of a central chimney, Federal 
style main block, with additions to the west, east, and north sides. The main block, 
which dates from the mid-1830s, is 2i stories high with a 5 bay facade. It has a centr~-'y 
located entryway sheltered by an entry porch ornamented with dentillations and supporte~ 
by two recessed panel columns. This porch dates from the late-nineteenth century and ob­
viously replaced an earlier Federal style entry with a fanlight and pilasters. The re­
placement door is topped by a 3 pane transom of twentieth-century origins. The windows on 
the first and second stories of the facade are six-over-six. Although the main block con­
tains no dentil course under the eaves, the gable ends are ornamented with (SEE CONT. SHEET) 

BUILDER 

'9 HISTOR'CAL OR RCHITECTUR L IMPORTANCE 

According to Fowler, this structure stands on the site of an earlier house built in the 
early-nineteenth century by Bridgeman Guernsey (1758-1831). The land records, however, 
suggest that the original structure was built in the eighteenth century by the Curtis 
family which sold it to Guernsey in 1804. He was the husband of Phebe Curtis, whom he 
married in 1786. He may have resided in the house from the time of his marriage, but 
title did not pass to him ~ntil several decades later. On Bridgeman Guernsey's death in 
1831 the old house passed to his younger sister and her husband, Joseph and Rhoda 
(Guernsey) Galpin of Berlin, Connecticut. In 1833 they sold it to Elisha and Samuel 
Southmayd, members of a family prominent in Middletown commerce, several of whom moved to 
Durham in the early 1800s. Elisha bought out his brother in the same year. Shortly after­
wards the old house was razed and replaced by the present Federal style structure. In 
1834 Elisha's brother Huntington Southmayd married Mary Brainerd, daughter of another prom­
inent Haddam Quarter landowner, and took up residence in the new house. On Huntington's 
death in 1870 the house passed to his son Freeman Brainerd Southmayd (1837-1906). Between 
1908 and 1912 the house passed through the hands of several owners, finally being sold tp· 
Paul P. Wilcox of New Britain and Edwin P. Fischer of New York City. Wilcox took full I 
ownership in 1914. The Wilcox family worked the old Southmayd farm until 1963. The house 
passed to its present owners in 1968. 

The architectural sig ificance of this structure derives from its representation of 
the stylistic transition from Colonial to Federal and Greek Revival styles (SEE CONT. SHEET) 

Durham Land Records; Durham Vital Records; Middletown Probate Records; Federal Census of 
1820, 1850, 1880; Beers, J. B., History of Midllesex County, Connecticut (New York: J. B. 
Beers & Co., 1884); Durham History Committee, Durham, CT, 1866-1980: Centur of Chan e 
(Durham: 1980); Fowler, William C., Histor of Durham Durham: W. C. Fowler, 1866 ; 
Whited, Milton, Durham's Heritage (Durham: 1976 ; 1859 Walling Map; 1974 Beers Atlas. 

PHOTOGRAPHER E 

P. D. Hall 6/5/83 
VIEW NEGATIVE ON FILE 

Southeast side 1:6 
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DATE 

P. D. Hall 2/1/84 
ION 

Greater Middletown Preservation Trust 

27 Washington Street, Middletown, CT 06457 

21 THREATS to BuiLDiNG OR SITE 

eJ None knowr; 0 Highways o Vandalism o Developers o Other ____________ _ 

o Renewal o Private o Deterioration o Zoning o Explanation 

"1'iT.1i NFW 5 77 IBACK. 
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Southmayd, Elisha, House, Haddam Quarter Road, Durham 

17. continued 

... Oft O ...... ICII: UIiIIl: ONI!. Y 

TOWN NO.: J~TII: NO.: 

UTM: 10/_1_1_/:::..-1_1_ 
QUAD: 
DISTftICT: II "U': ACTUAl. 

POTENTIAl. 

cornice returns. The central chimney in this structure is not original and there are 
indications that, as built, the chimneys were located at the east and west ends of the 
main block. A brick kitchen chimney rises from the northeast corner of the main block. 

This house has undergone extensive alterations. To the west side of the main block 
stands an early twentieth-century, 2 story, shed-roofed sun porch with six-over-six 
windows. A small flat-roofed single story addition has been added to the northeast 
corner of the main block. It contained an old six-panel door, which may be the original 
front door of the house. To the rear northwest corner of the main block has been added 
a 21 story gable-roofed addition, framed with posts and beams and sheathed with clap­
boards., The first story of this addition is an open shed. It apparently dates from 
the mid-nineteenth century. 

19. continued 

and its demonstration of the aesthetic conservatism and eclecticism of the early­
nineteenth century. Its historical significance stems from its association with the 
Southmayd family, one of the most important families in the Haddam Quarter during the 
nineteenth century . 
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