
HISTOR IC RESOURCES INVENTORY FOR OFFICE USE ONl Y 
BUILDING AND STRUCTURES 

Town No .. I Site N025 HIST·6 HE IV 5 77 
ST A TE OF CONNECTICUT UT~ I I I I I . I . I , 

I I . 
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION . I I . . . . 

59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET. HARTFORD. CONNECTICUT 06106 QUAD: I 
(203) 566·3005 

: DISTRICT I IF HR SPECIFY 
Os DNR D Actual D Potential 

1. BUILDING NAME (Common} (Hi.,cariel 

Singing Hen Farm I I So~thmaydt dohnt House 
2. TOWN 'CITY , I VI,LLAGE 1 COUNTY 

Z Durham Middlesex 
0 
i= 3 ~ RcE r AND NUMBER (.nd 01 .loc.3( rnnl 
-< Haddam Quarter Road, south side, .3 m:il es west of Carriage Drive u -U. 4, OWNER(S) 
i= Roger & Henry Berten DPublic WPrivate z 
IIJ 
0 5 U:.E (pr~.<e,"' (II' 'it fit"., - Residence \: Offi ce 

\CCESSIBILlTY1 EXTERIOR VISU3LE FROM PUBLC ROAD I INT:ERIOR ACCE~"E I I~ YES EXPLAIN 
TO PUBLIC: ~ Yes DNa [] Yes DHo Wl th permission 

I ,TYLE OF BUILDING DATE OF CONS'n'lUCTION 
Nineteenth-century Domestic 1884-89 

B, MAT!::RIALI51 {Jndie.le use or location when ,1pproprlarpl 

D Clapboard ~ Asbestas Siding (BBrick 
D Other 

(Specify) 

D Woad Shingle D Asphalt Siding D Fieldstone 

o Board 8. Batten D Stucca o Cobbles'one 

o Aluminum D Concrete I [jg Cu, stone saodstoDe Si ding Type: Type: 
9 STRUCTURA'L SYS7EM 
~ Wood frame D Po st and beam [19 balloan D Other (Specify) 

o Laad bearing mas~nry D Structural iron or steel 
10 ROOF, T"I'''' 

[X] Goble D Flat D Mansard o Monitor D sawtooth 

Z D Gombrel DShed DHiP D Round 
D Other 

( Speedyl 
0 
i= 
0.. 

( Malerlan 

~ o Waad Shingle D 
Roll 

D Tin o Slate U Asphalt 
VI 
w Other 0 G2 Asphalt shingle 0 D Tile o (Speedy' Built up 

11 NUMBER OF STORIES I APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 
2! 37' X 24' 

12 <..uNul IUN (Slrlll·lur.o/. , F.Kh·"lIrl 

o Excellent Q Good o Fair D Deteriorated I D Excellent o Good o Fair D Deteriarated 
13 INTEGRITY. L'· "ltoo,.. I WHEN' 

1'~";~'~'''DNo I ;F ~~SO:;P~~~ition Q O,n ariginal 
DMaved to south side sIte 

14 HELATED OUTBUILDINGS OR LANDSCAPE FEATURES 
Q Barn QShed Q Garage D Other landscape features or buildings r Speedy) 

D Carriage 
hause DShop o Garden 

IS SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 
~ dpen land D Wood· 

land D Residential o Scattered buildings vi'sible from site 

D Commercial 
o Indus· 

trial ~ Rural :=J High building dens;ly 
16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF tlUILDING AND SUR,ROUNDINGS 
This handsome late-nineteenth-century farmhouse stands on the south side of Haddam 

Quarter Road on land which slopes upward from the public way. To the east and rear of 

the house are the many barns and outbuildings of a working farm. 
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11 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES Of" 8UILD1NC, OR CjITF IIII"'IIHI .,IIfI .. , 0'1;/,'11'''' 

This 2! story cross-gabled farmhouse is striking in its verticality. The south section 
of its main block, which faces Haddam Quarter Road, is only 15 feet wide, although the 
cross.gabte~~set-5a~k~13 feet on the east side, adds 9 more feet to the width of the 
structure. The presence of full-length, two-over-two windows on the first story of the 
south side suggests that the house once possessed a porch. The gable peak on the south 
side contains a round fixed-pane window. The main entry to the house is on the east side. 
It contains the original front door, an oak 2 panel unit with an eliptical arch and a 
frosted and etched g~ass panel in its top section. A 1 story shed-roofed 9' x 24' addi­
tion has been added to the south side of the hous~. The fenestration has been extens­
ively altered on the west side of the main block. The original clapboarding has been 
replaced by asbestos shingles. 

HI BUILDEI'! 

,9 HISTORI LOR RCHIT CTUR L 1M OI'!T NCE 

This house is one of four in the Haddam Quarter associated with the Southmayd family, 
which came to Durham from Middletown in the late eighteenth century. It stands on the 
site of an eighteenth century farmstead built by 01 iver Coe (1751-1827) and inherited 
by his sons, Oliver B. Coe (1799-1883) and William Coe (1801-1870). The younger Coes 
were very poor and were constantly in dept. The farm was seized by their creditors in 
1883. It was assigned to Gilbert Tibbals, to whom Oliver B. Coe owed an unsatisfied 
mortgage. He sold it in 1884 to John Southmayd, son of ~ufitington B. Southmayd, who 
lived up the road. The old house, which had been neglected during the Coe's occupancy, 
was razed and replaced by the present bui·lding at the time of John Southmayd's marriage 
to Caroline B. Nettleton. In 1902, following the death of his wife, Southmayd sold his 
farm to Ereck and Caroline Ereckson of Middletown, who sold it in 1913 to William Hall of 
Brooklyn, New York. Hall sold it two years later to Adolf and Elise Berten of Brooklyn, 
ancestors of its present owners. 

Although extensively altered, this house retains the setting and the atmosphere of a late 
nineteenth century farmstead. As such, it is one of the better historic rural prop-
erties in Durham. Its historical significance is derived from its association with the 
Southmayd family, one of the most prominent families in the Haddam Quarter during the 
nineteenth century, and from its connection with the movement of European immigrant 
farmers into Durham during the early twentieth century. 

Durham Land Records; Durham Vital Records; Middletown Probate Records; Federal Census of 
1820,1880; Beers, J.B. History of Middlesex County, Connecticut (New York: J.B. Beers & 
CO., 1884); Durham History Committee Durham, CT, 1866-1980: Centur of Chan e (Durham: 1981 

Fowler, William C. History of Durham Durham: W.C. Fowler, 1866 ; White, Mi ton Durham's 
Heritage (Durham: 1976); 1859 Walling Map; 1874 Beers Atlas; Robert-Cae: Puritan( 
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CXJ None knowr. o Hlghwoys o Vandalism 

o Renewal o Private o Deterioration o Zoning 

o Other __________________ _ 

o Explanation 


