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I ", YLto UF BUILDING DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 
Mid-nineteenth-century Domestic 1844 
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00 Wood frame []) Po st and beam o balloon o Other (Specify) 

o Load bearing masonry o Structural iron or steel 
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(i] Gable o Flat o Mansard o Monitor o sawtooth 
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Il CONDIT ION I StrOlc'lur"I, I F.x,.-""rJ 

Cil Excell ent o Good o Fair o Deteriorated I ~ Excellent o Good o Fair o Deteriorated 
13 INTEGRITY .L·· .,,, .. /1. I WHEN' 

1'(~i';~:'''DNo I ~ ~~~;;P~~;d roof ell [Xl O.n original o Moved to west elevation sIte 
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o Born o Shed o Gorog.e o O·ther landscape featvres or bui·ldinqs [Specify) 

o Carriage 
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15 SURROUNDING EIolVIRONMENT 
:J Open land 

o Wood. 
land [] Residenttal liJ Scattered bui Idings vi sible from site 
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o Indus. 

trial O·Rural :J High building density 
16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS 

Facing east onto South End Avenue, the George Atwell House is sited on a maple-

shaded lot which drops off to the west exposing the rear basement. The house is 
set in a residential neighborhood which contains buildings from the eighteenth 
through the twentieth centurJes. 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEI'.TURES OF BUILDING OR SITE /I"'''''''' dllll ", ...... """ 

The three-bay, side-hall-plan facade is highlighted by a six-panelled door framed 
by two thin vertical three-paned sidelights and topped with a thin molded cornice. 
Flanking the sidelights are thin fluted pilasters with mrulded cornices. Stylistically, 
it is most probable that the doorway is a later addition. Added to the rear of the 
house is a single story, shed-roofed ell. The six-over-six sash feature fixed louvered 
shutters. 

BUILDER 

19 HISTORICAL OR RCHITECTURI'.L IMPORTANCE 

This mid-nineteenth-century Domestic-style structure, reminiscent of the Greek-Revival 
style,was built in 1844 by George Atwell. The 2t story building is oriented gable-to­
street with an asphalt-shingled roof. Utilizing a post-and-beam framing system, it 
is covered in aluminum siding and sits on sandstone foundation. 
In the spring of 1844 farmer George Atwell purchased a three-acre lot from Charles 
Robinson on which he erected this house. Atwell (1805-1881), the son of Jesse and Phebe 
Atwell,was married to Eliza Camp (1804-1889) of Middlefield. Besides farming, he also 
owned a portion of the tannery his father once operated along Malt Brook. Active in 
local affairs, Atwell was selected as a fenceviewer in 1851 and e1ected as town select­
man in 1852. Two of his sons, Curtis C. and Seager,served in the Civil War, with 
Seager. rising to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. The house remained in the Atwell 
family until 1889. 
The George Atwell House is an important reminder of the agricultural and industrial 
community that thrived in this area during the mid-nineteenth century. 
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Beers & Co., 1884); Durham History Committee, Durham, CT, 1866-1980: Centur of Chan e 
(Durham:1980); Fowler, William C., History of Durham' Durham: W.C. Fowler, 1~66 ; Whited, 
Milton, Durham's Heritage (Durham:1976); 1859 Walling Map; 1974 Beers Atlas. 
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