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BUILDING AND STRUCTURES 

Town No.; I Site No. 145 HIST·6 ,..EW 5 77 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT UT~ ! I I , 
I I : I , 

I ! -I I 

CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
. , • . , , 

S9 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 
QUAD: I 

(203) 566·3005 
DISTRICT IIF ,..R SPECIFY 

- Os ONR o Actual 0 Potential 
1. BUILDING NAME (Common} (Historic I 

Giuseppi's Restaurant I Hart, Wi 11 i am A., House 
2. TOW,.. CITY 1 V'LI..AGE 1 COUNTY 

Z Durham Middlesex 
0 
j::: 3 STREE A"'D ,..UMBER land or./o<:a!lonl 
« New Haven Road, east side u -11. 4. OW,..ERIS) 
j::: Calvi, Joseph Sr. and Robert DPublic !XJ Private Z 
W 
Q 5 USE (Pr"sen/) 

IIII/R/~~'i de nee - Restaurant 
6ACCESSIBILITyi EXTERIOR V51BI..E FROM PUBLC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSl8I..E I IF YES: EXPI..AI,.. • 

TO PUBLIC: CXJYes DNa I [)Yes DNa Dunng buslness hours 
. ~ YI..t:. OF 6UII..DI,..G DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 

Early-nineteenth-century·Cape 1828 
8. MAT!::RIALISllIndka!e use or locallon when .1pprOptlatp, o Clapboard o Asbestos Siding o Brick 

o Other 
( Specify) 

[XJ Wood Shingle o Aspholt Siding o Fieldstone 

o Board & Batten o Stucco o Cobblestone 

o Aluminum 
Siding 

o Concrete 
Type: 

[XJ Cut stone 
Type: Mortared rllbbJ e fOIl[]datjoo 

9 STRUCTURA'L SYS7EM 

o Wood frame [XJ Po st and beam [) balloon o Other I Specify} 

o Load bearing masonry o Structurol iron or steel 
10 ROO F ,T \'(I~ I 

[) Gable o Flat o Mansard o Monitor o sawtooth 

Z o Gambrel o Shed OHip o Round 
o Other 

' SpecdYI 
0 
j::: 'Malerlal! 
0... 

ii: o Wood Shingle 
DRoll o Tin o Slate U Asphalt 

VI 
w Other Q rx= Asphalt shingle o Built up DTile DISpecdyJ 

11 ,..UMBER OF STORIE!. I APPROXIMATE DIME,..SIO,..S 

1~ 34'x59'; 25'x10' 
1~ LO,..DITION ,St" ... /u,.oI, ,1-:."il.·rl,·,J 

o Excellent o Good [XJ Fair o Deteriorated I 0 Excellent o Good Q Fair o Deteriorated 
13 INTEGRITY IL"t ."'11111 I WHE,..' l·ffi·r;:~r"D No I ~~~;~ e~;l~l~emOde 1 ed [XJ O.n original o Moved in 1942. Add. to W,E,NE. 

site 
14 RELATED OUTBUILDINGS OR I..ANDSCAPE I"EATURES 

LJ Barn o Shed o Garoge 00 Other landscape features or buildings ~ Specifyl 

o Carriage o Shop o Gorden 

Large parking lot 
house 

15 SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 

=:J Open land 
[XJ Wood· 

land [i] Residential CXJ Scattered bui Idings vi sible from site 

o Commercial 
o Indus-

trial [i) 'Rural =:J High building dens;ty 
: 16 INTERREI..ATIONSHIP OF 8UII..DING AND SURROUNDINGS 

Facing west onto the New Haven Turnpike, the William A. Hart House is 
sited in the south··western portion of town near the North Br~nfo~d 
townline. The surrounding rural neighborhood consists of prlmarlly 
twentieth-century dwellings. , 

(OVER) 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE ""'f"",, .",,) 0' ,.,,,.,,,,,, 

In the mid-twentieth century, when the house was remodeled as a restaurant, a 
five-bay, shed-roofed, brick-faced addition was added to the facade. It was 
probably at the same time that the rear shed-roofed ell was added giving the 
structure a saltbox appearance. A large concrete block wing extends from the 
eastern elevation and the interior of the house has been completely reconstructed 
for commercial purposes. All the original fenestration has been replaced by large 
plate glass windows. 

BUILDER 

19 HISTORICAL OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE 

This It story house has been dramatically altered since its construction in 1828. The 
core of the present structure is a simple early nineteenth-century, ridge-to-street, 
cape-style dwelling. The original block utilizes a post-and-beam framing system over 
a mortared-rubble foundation. The entire building is sided in wood shingles and the 
roof is asphalt-shingled. 
In 1827 a year before his marriage to Sally Maria Jones, William A. Hart (1806-1879) 
received a lot of land from his father on which he was to build a new home. The house 
was started within a year and William and his bride moved in after its completion in 
1832. The son of Samuel and Patience (Hubbard) Hart, William Augustus,was educated 
in the Durham School System, attending the South and Southwest District Schools. Upon 
graduation William desired to become a teacher and took his first position in 1826 
at the Candlewood Hill District in Higganum. In the winter of 1827 he taught in North 
Madison where he met his future bride, Sally Jones. After their marriage they returned 
to Durham and lived on the Hart family homestead where William, as the eldest son, had 
the responsibility of "marketing the farm products and purchasing the family supplies." 
Although farming had become William's primary occupation, he still taught during wint( 
in Branford, North Haven,and Durham. A long-time member of the Church of Christ, Hart ~ 
political affliations were first with the Whig Party. Later he switched to the Know­
Nothing Party and finally joined the Republican Party. In 1829 he joined the State 
t1i1itia as a private in the Et h Company of the Sixth Regiment-Second Division. (cant) 
Durham Land Records; Durham Vital Records; Middletown Probate Records; Federal Census of 
1820,1850,1880; Beers, J.B., History of Middlesex County, Connecticut (New York: J.B. 
Beers & Co., 1884); Durham History Committee, Durham, CT, 1866-1980: Centur of Chan e 
(Durham: 1980); Fowler, WIlliam C., Histor of Durham. Durham: W.C. Fowler, 1966 ; Whited. 
Milton, Durhamls Heritage (Durham:1976 ; 1859 Walling Map; 1874 Beers Atlas; Beers, J.H., 
Commemorative Biographical Record of Middlesex (Chicago: J.H. Beers, 1903). 
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Preservation Trust 

27 Washington St., Middletown, Conn. 06457 
UENT FIELD EV LUATIONS 

I m None knowr. o Highwoys o Vondolism o Developers o Other 

o Renewol o Private nO .. '--J etetlOrotlon o Zoning o Explanation 


