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. DISTRICT. -.:, . I 'Cf:::.ECIFYD Pcm:tl~' Os DHR 
1. BUILDING NAME (CoID.oa) (Historic/ 

I Fowl er John A.. House 
2. TOWN 'CITY .1 VII.I.AGE I COUNTY 

:z: Durham . Middlesex 
0 
j:: 3. SIREET" AND NUMBER/and or.location/ 
-< 

Fowler Avenue u 
I&. 4.0WNER(S) 
j:: 

Field, Howard Brigham Jr. DPubli~ 00 Private :z: 
w 
Q S. USE (Pre .• enll 

11'/I'~Ra~'~I; dence 

, - Residence , 

6ACCESS/BILlTYi EXTERIOR V5i8LE FROM PUBLC, ROAD I INTERIOR ACCESSIaLE I IF Y"'!:i. ",XPLAIN 

TO PUBLIC: [J) Yes D No DYes []Ho 
I. SI YI..E Of' SUILOING DATE OF ~vNSTRUCTION 

Nineteenth Century Domestic 1872 

8. MATERIALISI (lndicale use or location when approprial .. 1 

I]) Clapboard o Asbestos Siding o Brick 
o Other 

(Specify) 

D Wood Shingle D Asphalt Siding o Fieldstone 

D Board & Batten o Stucco o Cobblestone 

o Aluminum' 
Siding 

o Concrete 
Type: 

[XI Cut stone 
Type: Sandstone 

9 STRUCTURAl.. SYS7EM . 
!]] Wood fra~e [X) Po st and beam D balloon D Other (Specify) 

D Load bearing masonry o Structural iron or steel 
10 ROOF ,T'·I'''' 
[i] Gable D Flat o Mansard o Mo~itor o sawtaoth 

.-

:z: D Gambrel o Shed OHiP o Round 
o Other 

(Specify/ 
0 
j:: 
Q. 

I Moterta/) 

0= [Xj Wood Shingle 
CXl Roll o Tin o Slate U Asphalt 

III 

~est add. w 
oOther Q C Asphalt shingle Built up 0 Tile I Specify) 

11 NUMBER OF STORIE!. I APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 

2! 30t ' xI8' 
'''. \..VNUI IvN (SIfIlI'lur~l, I Ex','ri"" o Excellent G} Good o Fair o Deteriorated I 0 Excell'ent (K] Good o Fair o Deteriorated 
13 INTEGRITY 'L'~ ~" .. n' I WHEN' I '5·';~:/f'D Nol ; ~~Sr:~P~~I~S: [] 0." original 

DMoved 22'x71; 8!'x5' site 
14 RELATED OUTBUILDINGS OR LANDSCAPE FEATURES 

o Barn [] Shed [Xl Garage o Othe~ landscape features or buildings (Specify! 

o Carriage 
house o Shop o Garden 

15 SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 

:::J Open land o Wood-
land Ii] Residential: o Scattered buildings visible from site 

o Commerci 01 
o Indus-

trial O'Rural ;:] High bui Idi~g den~ity 
16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SUR.ROUNDINGS 

Facing south onto Fowler Avenue, the John A. Fowler House is located 

on an overgrown wooded lot. 
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'7 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE ,"" .. ,,'" .IId ", .. x, .. ,,..,, 

This modest tWO-bay house is marked with a west doorway covered by a 
gabled door hood supported by stick style brackets. The west side 
has a single story shed-roofed open porch which is enclosed on the 
northwest corner. The southwest porch is supported by four thin 
square posts. 

BUILDER 

19 HISTORIC AL OR 

.. 

John A. Fowler built this two story, clapboarded, balloon frame nineteenth-century 
domestic style house in 1872. Resting on a sandstone foundation, the house is 
oriented gable-to-street and capped by an asphalt-shingled roof with center chimney. 
John A. Fowler (1849-1921) built this house on the southwest corner of his fatherls 
homelot, shortly after his marriage to Rose C. Camp in 1872. A grocer and "merchant" 
by trade, John and his wife raised three daughters: Annie, Lucy and Ruth. In 1875 
John quit-claimed the property and house to his father, Asa Fowler with the following 
agreement: "John is to have the use and occupation of said premises without rent 
in consideration of his paying the taxes" (DLR 27:52). Asa Fowler sold the house 
to Professor William C. Fowler in 1876, who used it as a rental property. Today, 
the house is owned by a descendant of Professor Fowler. 

Durham Land Records; Durham Vital Records; Middletown Probate Records; Federal Census of 
1820,1850,1880; Beers, J.B. History of Middlesex County, Connecticut (New York: J.B. Beers 
& Co., 1884); Durham History Committee Durham, CT, 1866-1980: Century of Change (Durham: 
1980); Fowler, William C., History of Durham (Durham:' W.C. Fowler, 1866); Whited, Milton 
Durham's Heritage (Durham:1976); .1859 Walling Map; 1874 Beers Atlas, 
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St. Middletown Conn. 

~ None know .. o Vandalism o Developers o Other __________________ _ 

o Renewal o Private o Deterioration o Zoning o Explanation 
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