
HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY FOR OFFICE USE ONL y 
BUILDING AND STRUCTURES 

TOINn No .. I Site No. HIST ,6 NEW 5 77 111 
ST A TE OF CONNECT ICUT UT~ I I I 

I I , 
I I I CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION • , , : , I , . , I I 

59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 
QUADT 

(203) 566·3005 
DISTRICT IIF NR SPECIFY 

Os ONR o AC1uol 0 Potentiol 
1. BUILDING NAME (Common' ( H,slo,ic) 

Austin Ackennan House I David, Henry, House 
2 TOWN CITY I VILLAGE I COUNTY 

Z Durham Middlesex 
0 
;: J STREET AND NUMBER land 'Jr IU(';lIrnnJ 

-« 
31 Main Street u -U. 4 OWNERIS) 

;: 
Ackennan, Jr. , Austin OPublic CRl P,ivate Z 

au 
Q 5 USE (P,,,,,,,n,1 1111 '.""" •. / - . Pesidence Pesidence , 

6ACCESSIBILlTYi EXTERIOR VISIBLE FROM PUBLC ROAD I INTERIOR ACCESSISLE I IF YES EXPLAIN 

TO PUBLIC: [XJ Yes 0 No [J Yes ONo With Pel::mission 
I ~rYLE OF BUILDING DATE OF CONSTRU,- luN 

Nineteenth-century J:X:rrestic 1878-1881 
8. MATERIALIS) I/ndicalE' US" 0' /oeallOn ",h"n ;oPP'OPrl,11,,1 

Q Clapboord 0 Asbestos Siding o Brick 
o Other 

(Specify) 

o Wood Shingle o Asphalt Siding o Fieldstone 

o Board & Bott~n o Stucco o Cobblestone 

o Aluminum 
Siding 

o Concrete 
Type: 

o Cut stone 
Type: 

9 STRUCTURA\. SYS7EM 

Q Wood frame G Po st and beam o balloon o Other' Speeifyl 

o Laod bearing masonry o Structural iron or steel 
10 ROO F ,r 0'/' .. , 

Q Goble o Flat o Mansard o Monitor o sawtooth 

Z o Gambrel o Shed OHiP o Round 
o Other 

( Speedy) 
0 
I- ' Mateflal! 
0-

D: o Wood Shingle 0 
Roll 0 o Slate U Asphalt Tin 

V> 
au Other c ex Asphalt shingle 0 0 O'Speedy) Built up Tile 

11 NUMBER OF STORIE!> I APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 

2 25'x55' 
12 CONUI ION (S"II,·rur,,j. .1-:,\:1.·",." 

o Excellent IX] Good o Fair o Deteriorated I 0 EKcellent []9 Good o Fair o Deteriorated 
13 INTEGRIT Y 'L'" "" .. ,.. I WHEN I 

I'~"';::""D No I ~F ~:~x~~ roof [XJ O,n original o Moved ell, S side; 1&2 story additio: 
sr'e .. . ~, 

1-4 RELATED OUTBUILDINGS OR LANDSCAPE FEATURES U..J ~'. ;:, J..UJ:;:; 

lXJ Barn o Shed o Garage o Other landscape features or buildings' Speedyl 

o Carriage 
house o Shop o Gorden 

15 SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 

:J Open land o Wood· 
land [X) Residential [] Scattered buildings visible from site 

[i) Commercial 
o Indus. 

trial O· Rural :Ja High building density 
16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF aUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS 

'l11is residence stands on a tree-shaded one and a half acre lot. Just routh is 
Ackennan t s Store, with which it has been historically associated. 
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\7 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE I,"I""HI oJ"d lit '·K'~·r'H" 

Stick style wrap-around porch with turned oolurnns, sawn brackets3Ild spindles. 

BUILOER 

19 HISTORICAL OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORT ANCE 

The AckentEIl-Davis House is a 2 story, side-hall entry, dorrestic vernacular structure with 
Eastlake ornarrentation. The main block is a 2 story gable roofed structure with the gable
end facing the street. An open, wrap-around p::>rch on the east and south sides is supported 
by turned oolurnns and sawn brackets. The oolumns are joined by spandrels with b.lrned spindle: 
and a stick-style balustrade. The front door, a tw::n of the century replacerrent, is v.ood 
panelled with a large plate glass pane in its upper section. The windows in the main block 
are b.<.D-over-tw:J, double hung sash. The house has had tw:J major additions. The first is a 
tv.o story shed roofed 12' xl2' addition to the south side. This appears to date from the b.lrn 
of the century. 'Ihe seoond is a one story shed roof addition to the northv.est oorner. It 
rreasures 15 'x19' and appears fran its concrete foundation to date fran the twentieth century. 
There is a rear entry with an open and enclosed porch to the rear of the south side addition. 
This house was built for Henry Davis, proprietor of Davis' Store on land purchased fran Willi 
H. Canfield in 1877. It was built between 1877 and 1881. Davis, long-tirre Durham storekeepe 
and sanetirre postmaster, sold the house to Austin M. Acker:ma.n in 1927. It rema.ins in the Ad< 
erman family. This house is a fine example of late nineteenth-century darestic architecture. 
Its v.ell-preserved Eastlake-style porch is especially notable. Its historical significance 
derives fran its association with Henry Davis and the Acker:ma.ns, leaders of Durham's cam -:j 

life in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. 

Durham Land Records; Durham Vital Records; Middletown Probate Records; Federal Census of 182C 
1850,1880; Beers, J .B. History of Middlesex County, Cormecticut (New York: J .B. Beers & Co., 
1884); Durham History Committee Durham, CT, 1866-1980: Century of Change (Durham: 1980); 
Fowler, William C. History of Durham (D.lrham: W.C. Fowler, 1866); Whited, Milton Durham's 
Heritage (Durham: 1976); 1859 Walling Map; 1874 Beers Atlas. 

PHOTOGRAPHER ATE 

Alex Parades 4/84 
VIEW NEGATIVE ON FILE 

W 11:8 
N ME OATE 

8/20/83 

Preservation Trust 

27 Wash' Middletown Conn. 06457 

fXJ None know •. o Vandalism o Developer. o Other ______________ _ 

o Renewal o Privo'e no .. ----.J e!erloratlon o Zoning o Explanation 


