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HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY FOR OFFICE USE ONL y 
BUILDING AND STRUCTURES 

Town No .. I Site No. 108 HIST·6 NEW 5 77 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
Ulq • 1 I I 1 

, I , 
I : I 1 , 

CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION , , 
1 , , , , 

59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 
QUAD:l 

(203) 566·3005 
DISTRICT IIF NR SPECIFY 

Os DNR o Actual 0 Potenfial 
1. BUILDING NAME (CommorJj IH,slorie/ 

I Williams. Henrv. House 
2 TOWN ·CITY I VILLAGE COUNTY 

Z 
nl1rh.::rrn Middlesex 0 

i= J STREET AND NUMBER I.nd 'Jr loc;lflnnJ 
« 

34 Main Street (east side) u - .. _-- -U. 4 OWNER(S) ... 
OPublic fX] Private Z Fa.chbauer Martha O. UJ 

0 5 USE IPr" .. enll 

I'I/~~'idence - 2 Family Pesidence 
\CCESSIBILIT:1 EXTERIOR VISIBLE FROM PUBLe ROAD I INTERIOR ACCESSl8LE I IF YES EXPLAIN 

TO PUBLIC: IX] Yes 0 No DYes K)No 

" Lt:. UI- BUILDING DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 

Nineteenth century IX::rnestic ca. 1852 
8 MATE:RIALISJ f/ndie.le use or /oe""on whpn "pprup":"~1 o Clapboard IX] Asbe sto s Sid ing ext· o Brick 

OOther 
(Specify) 

o Wood Shingle o Aspholt Siding [Xl Fieldstone 

o Boord & Botten o Stucco o Cobblestone 

o Aluminum 
Siding 

o Concrete 
Type: 

00 Cut stone 
Type: MJrta;r;:ed Fieldstone - Rubble 

9 STRUCTURA1.. SYS7EM 

[19 Wood frame [19 Po st and beam o balloon o Other / Specify) 

o Load bearing masonry o Structura I i ron or steel 

10 ROOF '-TI"/,~J 

CXI Gable o Flot o Mansard o Monitor o sawtooth 

Z o Gombrel o Shed o Hip o Round 
o Other 

' Speedy' 
0 
i= f Moreno/) 
Q. 

0:: o Wood Shingle 0 
Roll o Tin o Siote U Aspholt 

VI 
UJ Other 0 ex Asphalt shingle 0 o Tile o 'Specdyl Built up 

II NUMBER OF STORIES I APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 

2 30 ' x20 ' I, l.UNDIIIUN rSI"""ur;lI, ' I f;xt.,( 'fir I 

o Excellent [XJ Good o Foir o Deteriorated I 0 Excellent ~ Good o Fair o Deteriorated 
13 INTEGRITY ,t"1 ",,.,,,, 

I 
WHEN' 

I'OO'·';~'~""CJ No I ~ ~~~ ~~ ~st· FOrch, [i] O.n original o Moyed 1 addition 3/4 len 
site 

gth 
.14 RELATED OUTBUILDINGS OR LANDSCAPE I'"EATURES =;::'l.. 

LXl Barn (2) k) Shed o Garage [Xl Other landscape features or buildings' Speedyl 

o Carriage o Shop o Gorden 

1 coop 
house --IS SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 

:J Open land 
o Wood· 

land !&] Residential ~ Scallered buildings visible from site 

o Commerci 01 
o Indus. 
. trial o Rural :xJ High building density 

16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF 8UILDING AND SURROUNDINGS 

This house is located in the center of town on the east side of Main Street 
routh of the green. '!he lot is overgrown on the street side. However, there 
are open fields to the rear of the house. 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE ItII".r,,., dlUl '" f'",..,,,,,, 

.Running along the west facade is a full length hip-roofed pJrch that is supported by 
four turned pJsts with sawn brackets. In addition, the pJrch has simple stick . 
spandrels and a decorative stickwJrk balustrade. 

BUILDER 

19 Hlsrf)RICAL OR ARCHITECTURAL IMP~C"f-·- -----~--.- .--.-------.- -----

The Henry Williams House, built ca. 1852, is an asbestos-shingled, 2 story, side-hall-plan 
dorrestic building. Its pJst-and-beam frarre features a cross gable, 2 story addition ex­
tending north from the 3 bay gable-to-street facade, giving the house an "L" shape. It 
rests on a mortared fieldstone and rubble foundation and is capped by an asphalt-shingled 
gable roof with center chimney. 
Henry Williams purchased l~ acres of land from Pitman Himberly in 1850 and built his house 
the follo.ving year. In 1853 in the land records, there is a mortgage release which states: 
"one certain tract of land with a feW building thereon," (DLR 22: 402). Henry and his 
wife Eliza P. did not own the house for long; in 1854 they sold it to Alanson P. Brainard 
of Haddam. Brainard was one of Durham's late nineteenth century general storekeepers. 
OVer thirty volurres of his ledgers and financial records detailing his decades of supplying 
the needs of Durham's residents are preserved in the Yale University Library. 
This modest house is another example of the relatively plain domestic architecture found 
throughout Durham in the last half of the nineteenth century. 

Durham Land Records; Durham Vital Fecords; Middletown Probate Records; Federal Census 
of 1820,1850,1880; Beers, J.B~ History .of Middlesex County, Connecticut (New York: 
J.B. Beers & Co., 1884); Dlrham History Corrmittee D..lrham, cr, 1866-1980: Century of Olange 
(Durham: 1980); Fo.vler, William C. History of Durham (Durham: W.C. Fowler, 1866);. Whited, 
Milton Dlrham's Heritage (Durham: 1976); 1859 Walling Map; 1874 Beers Atlas. 

PHOTOGRAP,-,,,,n ATE 

:: Alex Parades 4/84 ~-
o rvV"'E~W'-------------~~~~~~~~--------------~ ::t: NEGATIVE ON FILE 
0., Facing east 11: 7 

N M DATE 

'1. Heublein 8/12/83 
~ RGANIZATION 

~ Greater MiddletCMn Preservation Trust 
~ -------------4 
o 
~ 27 W3.shington st., Middletown, Conn. 06457 

2Q[SU8SE UENT FIELD EVALUATIONS 

,tftfHROT!> fo BUILDINC OR 511£ 

·.~Nan .. knowr. 0 Highways o Vandalism o Developers 
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