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Town No .. I Site No. 104 HIST·6 NEWS 77 
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59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 
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(203) 566·3005 DISTRICT '\ IF NR SPECIFY 
Os ONR o Actual 0 Potential 

,. BUILDING NAME {Commonl ( Hlsloriel 

I Parsons, Catherine and Dency. House 
2. TOWN CITY I VILl.AGE I COUNTY 

Z Durham Middlesex 0 
i= 3 STREET AND NUMBER (and or,/oeatlon' 
« 48 Main Street u -U. 4, OWNERIS) 
i= Stanley M. Prusinski oPublic 00 Private Z 
W 

5 USE (presen. I Q I {I/I." "'". I Residence - Residence 
6. '. '\ EXTERIOR V5IBl.E FROM PUBl.C ROAD I INTERIOR ACCESSIi3l.E I IF YE~, EXPl.AIN 
ACCESSIBILITY Q 0 

DYes DNa TO PUBLIC: Yes No 
I ~ 'L.t. UI- BUIl.DING DATE OF CON:>TRU<.. luN 

Greek Revival ca. 1832 
B. MAT::RIALIS1 IIndicale use or lue"non when approptla,pl 

o Clapboard o Asbestos Siding o Brick 
OOther 

( Specify) 

o Wood Shingle o Asphalt Siding o Fieldstone 

D Boord & Botten [X] Stucco o Cobblestone 

o Aluminum 
Siding 

o Concrete 
Type: 

Q Cut stone 
Type: S1HIQst9Re fel:iRSaMeR aRe! sttlCCO coverina 

9 STRUCTURA'L SYS7EM 
[XJ Woad frame W Post and beam o balloon o Other (Specify! 

o Load bearing masonry o Structural iran or steel 
10 ROO F 0 T \'1'" I 

GJ Goble o Flot o Monsard o Monotor D sowtooth 

z o Gambrel o Shed o Hip o Round 
o Other 

' Specdy) 
0 
i= , Materlaf! 
tl. 

Ii: o Wood Shingle 0 Roll D Tin o Slate U Asphalt 
VI 
w Other Q ~ Asphalt shingle 0 oTile o'Spec/fyi Built up 

II NUMBER OF STORIESI APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 
2t 25 1 X 29' 

I, CONOITION ,S/(IOO ,ur.tI. I 1-: .~".( ,fir' 
Ii] Excellent o Good o Fair o Deteriorated I [X) Excellent o Good o Fair o Deteriorated 

+3 INTEGRITY ·L'" ,011 .. ", I WHEN' 
[XJ O.n original 

o Moved sIte l't~]'/;~/~""D No II~ Ygg~~h~La1ft~gH~ ~109'xXlt~b91~n total) 
14 RELATED OUTBUILDINGS OR LANDSCAPE FEATURES 
LJ Barn [X] Shed [iJ Gorage o Other landscape features or buildings ~ SpeedyJ 

o Carriage 
house o Shop o Gorden 

15 SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 
:J Open land o Wood· 

land W Residentiol o Scallered buildings visible from site 

o Commerci al 
o Indus· 

trial o Rural :::xJ High building density 
16 INTERREl.ATIONSHIP OF BUIl.DING AND SURROUNDINGS 
The Parsons House is situated on a small lot on the east side of Main Street. It is 
centrally located directly across from the Green and Town Hall. 
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11 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE ",,, .. ,,'" and <I, .. x, .. ".." 

An unusual element found in the Parsons House is the stuccoed exterior and foundation. 
Although comparable in size to other homes built during this time, the stuccoing gives 
the house a sense of weight and massiveness. Its west facade includes the later 
addition of a full-length shed-roofed porch with south entrance, supported by three 
large square columns that taper toward the top, and a solid stuccoed balustrade. All 
windows are six-over-six sash flanked by louvred shutters and topped by a plan cornice. 
A rectangular mUlti-pane window is centrally set in the facade gable. There is a 2 story 
hip-roofed northeast addition as well as two additions on the east or rear of the house. 

BUILDER 

19 HISTORICAL OR RCHITECTUR L IMPORTANCE 

Catherine and Dency Parsons built their Greek Revival style house about 1832. A 
stuccoed 2i story, 3 bay, side-hall-plan building, it rests on a sandstone foundation. 
Asphalt shingling covers the fully pedimented gable-to-street roof with exterior chimney 
on the east and the north side. 

Catherine (1781-1854) and Dency (1786-1874) Parsons, two sisters in their 50s, 
bought a small tract of land from Zebulon Hale and Watson Davis in 1839. Six years 
later the Parsons purchased an additional strip of land to the south of the first piece; 
the Parsons' house is first mentioned in this deed as a " ... lot of land near their 
[the Parsons ' ] dwelling house" (DLR 21:474). In 1868 the land passed out of the hands 
of the Parsons to Isaac Parmelee. The Parmelee family owned this house until the early­
twentieth century. 

The Catherine and Dency Parsons House is not only a good example of a Greek Revival 
style building, but is unusual because it is the only stuccoed building in the Historic 
District and one of very few in Durham. 

Durham Land Records; Durham Vital Records; Middletown Probate Records; Federal Census of 
1820, 1850, 1880; Beers, J. B., History of Middlesex County, Connecticut (New York: 
J. B. Beers & Co., 1884); Durham Histqry Committee, Durham, CT 1866-1980: Century of 
Change(Durham: 1980); Fowler, William C., History of-Durham (Durham: W. C. Fowler, 1866); 
Whited, Milton, Durham's Heritage (Durham: 1976); 1859 Walling Map; 1874 Beers Atlas. 
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