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Os O | Daca [ porential

1. BUILDING NAME (Common) {Historic}

Parsons, Catherine and Dency, House

E Asphalt shingle D Built up D Tile

2. TOWN CITY VILLAGE COUNTY
z Y]
3 | Durham Middlesex
- 3 STREET AND NUMBER rand or location)
<« .
v | 48 Main Street
E 4. OWNERI(S)
£ | Stanley M. Prusinski U eublic [(X]privare
g 5 USE (present} (Histore) .
2 . Residence

Residence

6. . EXTERIOR VSIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSISBLE TP YES. EXPLAIN

ACCESSIBILITY

TO PUBLIC: @ Yes DNO Yes BNO

7 5TYLe OF BUILDING DATE OF CONSTRUCTION

Greek Revival ca. 1832

8. MATERIALIS) (Indicate use or luciation when appropriate) b

o]

D Clapboard D Asbestos Siding D Brick [:] (Sp::,'fy)

D Wood Shingie D Asphalt Siding D Fieldstone

D Board & Batten &J Stucco D Cobblestone

D Aluminum Concrete Cut stone . A

Siding VP! Type: —Sandstonefoundation—-and—stucco covering

9 STRUCTURAL SYSTEM '

(_—X:J Wood frame @ Post and beam D balloon D Other (Specify)

D Load bearing masonry D Structural iron or steel

10 ROOF 1 Tvped )

m Gable D Flat [_-_] Mansard D Monitor D sawtooth

- Other

z D Gombrel D Shed D Hip D Round 1Specify)
o]
E ‘Material)
= Roll
[+ 4
g D Wood Shingle D Asphalt D Tin D Slate
g Other

D 'Specify!

11 NUMBER OF STORIES|] APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS

2% 25' x 29'

tZ CONDITION (Structuraly

@ Excellent D Good

D Fair D Deteriorated l &J Excellent

rEXterorn)

D Good

-3 INTEGRITY (L atron:

On original
[ She U move

WHEN ?

ot ations,

Yes DN°

D Fair D Deteriorated
1F YES EXPLAIN

b northeastiadde (758" 2%8 ), totar)

D Barn @ Shed - Garage
D %g:rsi:ge D Shop D Gorden

14 RELATED QUTBUILDINGS OR LANDSCAPE FEATURES

i I Other landscape features or buildings ! Specify)

15 SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT

Wood-

:___] Open lond |°‘:&d @ Residential
Indus-

[ commercial  [J arat [ Rurat

-’—]

L~ Scottered buildings visible from site

:i] High building density

16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS

The Parsons House is situated on a small lot on the east side of Main Street.
centrally located directly across from the Green and Town Hall.

It is

(OVER)




17 OQTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE jinterior and or exleriorn)

An unusual element found in the Parsons House is the stuccoed exterior and foundation.

h-]
é ATthough comparable in size to other homes built during this time, the stuccoing gives
5 | the house a sense of weight and massiveness. Its west facade includes the later
© | addition of a full-length shed-roofed porch with south entrance, supported by three
1 large square columns that taper toward the top, and a solid stuccoed balustrade. A1l
.~ | windows are six-over-six sash flanked by Touvred shutters and topped by a plan cornice.
1 A rectangular multi-pane window is centrally set in the facade gable. There is a 2 story
Y | hip-roofed northeast addition as well as two additions on the east or rear of the house.
w
[
T8 ARCHITECT BUILDER
19 HISTORICAL OR ARCHITEC TURAL IMPORTANCE

Catherine and Dency Parsons built their Greek Revival style house about 1832. A
stuccoed 2% story, 3 bay, side-hall-plan building, it rests on a sandstone foundation.
Asphalt shingling covers the fully pedimented gable-to-street roof with exterior chimney
on the east and the north side.

Catherine (1781-1854) and Dency (1786-1874) Parsons, two sisters in their 50s,

w | bought a small tract of land from Zebulon Hale and Watson Davis in 1839. Six years

% | later the Parsons purchased an additional strip of land to the south of the first piece;
5§ the Parsons' house is first mentioned in this deed as a ". . . lot of land near their

 { [the Parsons'] dwelling house" (DLR 21:474). 1In 1868 the land passed out of the hands
3 | of the Parsons to Isaac Parmelee. The Parmelee family owned this house until the early-
@ § twentieth century. ‘

The Catherine and Dency Parsons House is not only a good example of a Greek Revival
style building, but is unusual because it is the only stuccoed building in the Historic
District and one of very few in Durham.

i

! Durham Land Records; Durham Vital Records; Middletown Probate Records; Federal Census of

g 1820, 1850, 1880; Beers, J. B., History of Middlesex County, Connecticut (New York:

@ § J. B. Beers & Co., 1884); Durham History Committee, Durham, CT 1866-1980: Century of

§ Change(Durham: 1980); Fowler, William C., History of Durham (Durham: W. C. Fowler, 1866);
| Whited, Milton, Durham's Heritage (Durham: 1976); 1859 Walling Map; 1874 Beers Atlas.

- PHOTOGRAPHER bATE

21 P. D. Hall : Summer 1983

g VIEW NEGATIVE ON FILE

® 1 west & frontal [11:35

—tAWE DATE

2| 1. Heublein 8/2/83

ﬁ “ORGANIZATION

2 | Greater Middletown Preservation Trust

£ | ADORESS .

S| 27 Washington Street, Middletown, CT 06457

-E UBSEQUENT FIELD EVALUATIONS

Pid

4 None knowr [j Highways D Yandalism D Developers D Other
’::] Renewal D Private D Deterioration D Zoning D Explonation
q
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