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59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 QUAD: I 
(203) 566·3005 

DISTRICT IIF NR SPECIFY 

Os DNR o Actual 0 Patentlal 
1. BUILDING NAME (Common} I(Hist~, 
Dean Thanasson House Lerm.1el, Tavern 

2. TOWN ·CITY I VILLAGE I COUNTY 

Z Durham Middlesex 
0 
j:: 3 STREET AND NUMBER land or loc.1uonJ 

< 
80 Mam Street u -IL. 4. OWNERISI 

j:: 
Thomasson, DPubliC fKJ Private Z Dean & Donna 

w 
0 5 USE (presenr I I (II;~~~/Fesidence -

Fesidence 
6ACCESSIBILlTY\ EXTERIOR VISIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD I INTERIOR ACCESSIBLE , IF YES. EXPLAIN 

TO PUBLIC: [Xl Yes 0 Na [X] Yes DNa With permission 
7. STYLE OF' BUILDING DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 

Colonial 1806 
B. MATERIALIS) IIndicate use or lucation when appropTlatf'1 

(lg Clapboard o Asbestos Siding [J Brick 
o Other 

(Specify) 

o Wood Shingle o Asphalt Siding 
s~ fndn. 

Fieldstone 

o Board & Batten o Stucco \ o Cobblestone 

o Aluminum 
Siding 

o Concrete 
Type: 

IX] Cut· stone 
Type: Saodstooe Eblmdatj 00 

9 STRUCTURA'L SYS7EM 

[Xl Waad fram'; ~ Post and beam o balloon o Other (Specify) 

I o Load bearing masonry o Structural iron or steel 
10 ROOF 'T"1'~1 

Ga Gable o Flot o Mansord o Monitor o sawtooth 

z o Gambrel o Shed o Hip o Round 
o Other 

ISpecdyl 
0 
l- I Materia/) 
a. 
~ 0 0 Roll o Tin o Slate U Wood Shingle Aspholt 
VI 
w Other 
0 ex Asphalt shingle 0 OTile Built up DISpeeify) 

II NUMBER OF STORIE~ I APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 

2~ main block 29'x36';Eside addit. 28'xl8';S side addit. 22'x22' 

12 CONDITION IStrtoo-,ural, I ,I-; ."""I"} 
[Xl Excellent o Good o Fair D Deteriorated [ZJ Excellent o Good o Foir D Deteriorated 
13 INTEGRITY, 1..", .,1/1'''' , WHEN' ,',IIIo.IiI""'''' /IF YES EXPLAIN IX] O_n original o Moved [X] Yes 0 No additionS to S&E sides ,interior rerrodelled 197 sIte 

8 
14 RELATED OUTBUILDINGS OR LANDSCAPE FEATURES 

o Born [XJ Shed o Garage o Other landscape features or buildings ~ Speedy} 

o Carriage 
house o Shop o Garden 

15 SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 

=:J Open land 
o Wood. 

land ~ Residential o Scattered buildings visible from site 

[XJ Commercial 
o Indus· 

trial o Rural J9 High building density 
16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS 

This house stands on a small half acre lot close to the edge of Durham's Main Street. 
It is surrounded by the grounds of the Durham Consolida~ed School. 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEIITlJRES OF !3UILOINl> OR SITE ,,,,, .. ,, .. , "n,: .. , "",''',,'' 

Federal 

gable-roofed ]?Jrtico sheltering the main entry 

doo:r:way with double architrave rrolding 

6 pane toplight 

double-leaf four panel door 
one story shed roof addition to the northeast CO::r::Tl.~r 

T BUlL DE p 

19 HISTORICAL OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTIINCF 

This house is an interesting example of Durham IS arc:::h.,i t.ectural conservatism. Although 
~uilt in the Federal Period, this structure, with its central chimney and double overhar 
lS rrore typical of the houses tuilt in the mid-eight~~th century. Nevertheless, there 
Federal t~ches. These include the gable-roofed p:::>.r-t:::..:Lco sheltering the ~ entry ~d i 

small conuce returns in the gable ends of the main blcx:k. The 36 ' x29 I mall block lS a 
and a half story five bay structure which stands on a.. sandstone block foundation. The 
fenes~ation is l2x12 throughout -- except for the g al:::::>le peaks, which contain small ~x3 
The maID entry, which is centered on the facade, is p::t::'"otected by a gable roofed ]?Jrt~co 
sup]?Jrted by square ]?Jsts. The doorway, which is f:r::-~ with double architrave rroldIDg 
contains a 6 pane toplight and a double-leaf four p.a...r:l.~ l door. In the southwest corner 
o~ the house is a "funeral door". In the l850s, '\::IrJ'C::) I""C\a.jor additions were constructed .. 
frrst, a one story shed roof addition to the northea..!:3t::. corner, rreasures 28xl8 and stanc 
a brick and sandstone block foundation. Its window-s ~e 6x6s. The second, a tv;o stor] 
roofed addition to the south gable end of the main 1:::::>:Lc:::>ck rreasures 22x22. This additic 
tains a chimney. Its own entry door, on its 'Mest s id..~ ~ntains an arch-top door and : 
in the Italianate style. ' 
In 1805, Benjamin Pickett (1729-1817) gave his daugh-t=-~r Martha (1775-1860) and her hus] 
Lemuel camp (1776-1848), this half acre lot on Main.. E3t:..reet. No house stood. on the pro 
By the fall of 1806, however, the Grand List shows ~el, who had owned no house befo 
this ]?Jint, being assessed for "3 srroakes" -- a hou~~ with three fireplaces. Presuroab 

Durham Land Records; Durham Vital Records; Middletc>~ Probate Records; Federal Census 
1820,1850,1880; Beers, J.B. History of Middlesex ~tYI Connecticut (New York: J.B. E 
Co., 1884); Durham History Comnittee, Durham, cr L S E5 6-1980: Century of Change (D.lrhan 
Fow~er, William C. History of Durham' (Durham: w.e. ::E"'C:::::>'Vller, 1866); Whited, Milton, ~ 
Herltage (Durham: 1976); 1859 Walling Map; 1874 Bee:r:::-!:3 Atlas. 
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Greater Middletown Preservation Trust 
DRESS 

27 Washin on St. Middletown Conn. 06457 
20 SUBSEQUENT FIELD EVALUATIONS 

21 rHREATS TO BUILDING OR SITE 

IX] None knowr, 0 Highways o Vandalism o Developers OOther 

~ Renewal o Private o Delerioration o Loning o Explanotion 

IlllT h NF: oN S 77 !8ACK 



STATE OF CONNECTICUT ' 

CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
59 South Prospect Street I Hartford, Connecticut 06106 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY FORM 
For Buildings and Structures 

CONTINUATION SHEET 
Item number: 19 Date: 9/22/83 

LEMlJE1., CAMP TAVERN, 80 Main Street, Durham 

"'OR O,..,..ICI![ UBI'( ONLY 

TOWN NO.: 5.JTE NO.: 

UTM: t8/_I_I_/_13.11 __ 
QUAD: 

DISTRICT: 5 NR: ACTUAL 

POTENTIAL 

built this house bebNeen 1805 arrl 1806. It was opened as a tavern shortly there­
after, one ·of many in Durham v.i.hich served the major overland route be~ New 
York and Easton. Lenuel Camp died in 1848 -- by v..hich tirre the tavern had becare 
a residence. His widow. lived on in the house until 1860. On her death, the pro­
perty, which by this t.irre included 23 acres of surrounding land, was divided bet­
~ Campi s survivinq children, Etiward Pickett Camp ?f New Haven (1808-1~.~3) and 
his spinster sister, Sophronia Camp (1796-1872). Based on the premise that gcx:x:3. 
fences make gcx:x:3. neighbors, the siqlinqs made ,a. surprisingly ex~licit division of 
the property, eli viding the rc:x:xns and even the stairways bebNeen themselves. Neither 
lived there, l1ov.Bver, and there is reason to believe that the house was divided into 
apa.rbTents at this tirre. At the turn of the century, Sallie. B. Strong, v..ho was a 
Camp by birth, l:x:Jught up the scattered shares in the property, living in part of 
the hcuse herself and· rentinq other portions to tenants. ArrDng the rrore notable 
of these was the watercolorist WeCl.v,;orth Wadsworth (l846-1926). In 1927 1 she sold 
the property to J. Franklin Bailey in exchange for room and roard for her lifetirre. 
She died in 1933 at the age of 80. The house continued to be occupied by tenants 
and changed hands several tirres until 1976, when it was acquired by its present 
owners. 'Uley restored the exterior and interior of the house in 1978. 
This house is one of the best preserved examples of ,late colonial/early Federal 
architecture in Durham. Its historical significance derives frcm its association 
with the camps, one of Durhamls foW1d.ing- families, and fran its function as a 
tavern in the' qays v..hen Durham was an important stopover on the overland route 
frcm New York to Easton. 


