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STATE OF CONNECTICUT UT~ 1 I , 
I 

, I I I CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION • I , I I , , 
1 1 , , , 1 

59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 
QUAD:I 

(203) 566·3005 
DISTRICT IIF NR SPECIFY 

Os ONR o Actual 0 Potential 
1. BUILDING NAME (Common) ( Historic} 

Allen 'fucker House I Walkley, Jonathan House 
2 TOWN CITY I VILLAGE I COUNTY 

% Durham Middlesex 
0 
j:: 3 STREET AND NUMBER 'and ~lr I Dt' ilt Ion J 

« 
u 98 Main Street -u.. 4 OWNERISI 
I-

Allen & Ella 'fucker OPublic CXJ Private % 
w 
0 5 USE (Prt'."'IerIlJ '"1-.;1"(11'1 

- I residence residence 
6. (I EXTERIOR VISIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD I INTERIOR ACCESSl8LE I IF YES EXPLAIN 
ACCESSIBILITY Qg 0 

QYes DNa TO PUBLIC: Yes No With pennission 
1 STYLE OF BUILDING DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 

Federal 17$.3-1778 

8. MATERIAL(SllInd,cate use or luca'lOn when approp".1Cpl -
09 Clapboard o Asbestos Siding OBrick 

o Other 
(Specify) . 

o Wood Shingle o Asphalt Siding o Fieldstone 

o Boord & Bolten o Stucco o Cobblestone 

o Aluminum 
Siding 

o Concrete 
Type: 

o Cut stone 
Type: 

9 STRUCTURAL SYS7EM 

~ Wood frame ~ Po st and beam o balloon o Other (Specify) 

o Load bearing masonry o Structural iron or steel 

10 ROOF 1 TI'f"· , 

rn Goble OFlat o Mansard o Monitor o sawtooth 

% o Gambrel o Shed OHiP o Round 
oOther 

I Speedyl 
0 
I- ' Marerla/) 
0.. 

~ 
[] Wood Shingle 0 

Roll 0 IX] Slate U Asphalt Tin 
II> 
W Other 
0 C Asphalt shingle 0 0 D'Spec,fy' Built up Tile 

11 NUMBER OF STORIE~ I APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 

2~ Main block: 28X39 NE Cor. adit. 20X17 

12 CONDITION IS"",·/ur"l, 1,1-:-",.""" 

~ Excellent o Good o Fair o Deteriorated ~ Excellent o Good o Fair o Deteriorated 
13 INTEGRITY I Lilt ,11I"fI' 

I 
WHEN' 

1'&j"(;~(:''''D No I I F YES EXPLAIN 
[J1 O,n original 

OMaved 
2~ story adit to NE corner. 

site 
14 RELATED OUTBUILDINGS OR LANDSCAPE FEATURES 

~Barn [KJ Shed(2) o Garage o Other landscape features or buildings' Speedy! 

o Carriage 
house o Shop o Gorden 

15 SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 

=:J Open land 
o Wood· 

land [ZJ Residential o Scattered buildings visible from site 

lXJ Commercial 
o Indus· 

tri 01 O. Rural ]g High building dens;ty 

16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF 8UILDING AND SURROUNDINGS 

'll1is Federal style residence stands on the east side of Durham's Main Street, close 
to the comer of Maiden lane. It shares its 1.14 acre lot with the old Bennet 
l3eecher shoe factory, 98 Main Street. 

(OVER) 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE 1II1I"rlO( ,IIH/ d' /'xlf'(lorl 

Ornamental FOsts of milled lumber are doubled and joined by pieces of 
cast iron rrolded in botanical patterns. 

'lhis Federal style residence stands with its gable end facing the street. Its 
facade is fronted by a hip-roofed FOrch which covers the west, north, and south 
sides of the main block. The FOrch is supported by ornamental FOsts dating from 
the late nineteenth century. These consist of thin plain piece of milled lumber, 
doubled and joined by pieces of cast iron rrolded in ootanical patterns,; The 
main entry is centered on the facade and is flanked windows, tw::> 2X2s on the left 
and one 2X2 to the right. The fenestration in the rest of the main block consists 
of irregularly grouped 2X2s. 'lb ·the rear of the main block is a 2 ~ story gable 
roofed addition which follows the lines of the main structure. It stands on a 
FOured concrete foundation and dates from the twentieth century. The house was 
severly damaged by fire in the late 1930s, at which t.irre major alterations v;ere 
made to the structure. These included changes in fenestration and in interior 
room arrangerrents. '!his house has been historically associated with the adjacent 
shoe shop at 96 Main Street. It was apparently built by Jonathan Walkley, a 
cooper, between 1773, when he :purchased 42 rods of land from Job Camp, and 1778, 
when he sold the property "with a dwelling house and cooper's shop" to Beriah 
Olittenden. Olittenden sold the property in 1784 to Phineas Squire, who sold it 
to Tirrothy Shattuck in 1786. Shattuck was a poor businessman. (see continuation) 

Durham Land Records; Durham Vital Records; Middletown Probate Records; Federal Census of 
1820, 1850, 1880; Beers, J.B. History of Middlesex County, Connecticut (New York: J.B. 
Beers & Co., 1884); Durham History Ccmnittee, Durham, cr, 1866-1980: Century of Olange 
(Durham: 1980); Fowler, William C. History of r:urham (Durham: W.C. Fowler, 1866); 
~1hited, Milton, Durham's Heritage (Durham: 1976); 1859 Walling Map; 1874 Beers Atlas. 

III: 6 

~ None knowr. o Highwoys o Vondolism o Developers o Other ______________ _ 

o Renewol o Privote o Deterioration o Zoning o Explanation 
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT 

CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
59 South Prospect Street, Hartford, Connecticut 06106 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY FORM 
For Buildings and Structures 

CONTINUATION SHEET 
Item number: 19 Date: 9/23/83 Jonathan ~-;alk1ey House 

... OR O ...... ICE UtilE ONLY 

TOWN /'f0.: SITE NO.: 

UTM: 18/_1_1_/_1-.::1.1..9-
QUAD: 

DISTRICT: S NR: ACTUAL 

POTENTIAL 

He was deeply in debt. In March of 1787, Joseph Oledsey of Richrrond, Mass. 
sued Shattuck to rerover a debt. 'll1e Sh~iff of New Haven County levied execution 
u.r;x:>n him, seizing the southeast corner of his house-"being a bedrcx:.m aOOut eleven 
feet one way & about eight feet the other, together with the cellar under said 
rocm & also the chamber al::x:>ve said rocm." 9:x:)n Shattuck I s other creditors closed 
in on him. In 1790, Jarres Ibbinson, a Durham shoemaker, bought out the claims 
of Shattuck I S creditors, roved into the house, and opened a shoe shop in the 
adjacent shop. On Jarres Ibbinson I s death in 1820, his heirs sold it to CUrham 
rrerchant Daniel Bates, who sold it within a few rronths to Charles Miller. He 
sold it in 1831 to Tlirothy Baldwin, a rrerchant, who also owned the distillery 
which once stood at the rorner of Brick and Maiden lanes. He \\el1t bankrupt in 
1834, at which t.ime Seth Seward, one of his creditors, took title to the house and 
the adjacent shop. Seward sold the property to Bennet Beecher, a you.n; shoemaker 
fran W::xxlbridge, Cormecticut, in 1837. Beecher operated a boot and shoe factory 
and lived in the house until 1884, when the Middletown Savings Bank foreclosed on 
his rrortgage. The property changed hands freq,uently- and was probably used for 
rental p.:l.qX)ses until 1901, when it was purchased by Wesley G. Tucker, father of the 
present owner. 

'll1is house is an interesting example of the transition fran rolonial ,period to 
the Federal style. Its historical significance derives fran its association 
with Durham I s nineteenth century shoe industry . 
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