
HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY FOR OFFICE USE ONL y 
BUILDING AND STRUCTURES 

Town No.: HIST·6 NEW 5 77 I Site No. 133 
STATE OF CONNECTICUT UT~ : I I . 

I I : I : I ~ I I , 
CONNECTICUT HISTO'RltAL COMMISSION , I , , 

59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 QUAD: I 
(203) 566·3005 

DISTRICT I IF NR SPECIFY 

Os ONR o Actual 0 Potential 
1. BUIl.DING NAME (Commonl (Historjr I 

I Bl atchl ey , Joel, House 

2. TOWN CITY I VIl.l.AGE I COUNTY 
:z: Durham Middlesex 
0 
;: ~ STREE r AND NUMBER (and Dr lociJtlon] 

-< Maple Ave at i nterse'ction of Wall i ngford Road, West Side u -U. 4 OWNERISl 
I-

Crawford, Leon J. and Bella M. o Public W Private :z: 
w 
Q 5 USE {pre .• enl J I (I/'''(R'~~ i dence - Residence 

\CCESSIBILITyl EXTERIOR VISIBLE FROM PUBLC ROAD I INTERIOR ACCESSIBLE I IF YES. EXPLAIN 

TO PUBLIC: 0 Yes 0 No OYes ~Na 
I ~,YLE OF BUILDING DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 

Nineteenth-century Domestic ca. 1835 
8. MAT=:RIALISlllndicate use or 'ocanon when apprupTl.rPI o Clapboard W Asbestos Siding o Brick 

OOther 
( Specify) 

o Wood Shingle o Asphalt Siding o Fieldstone 

o Boord & Batten o Stucco o Cobblestone 

o Aluminum 
Siding 

o Concrete 
Type: 

(]) Cut stonOSandstone Type: fQuIJdatj Q[] 

9 STRUCTURAl.. SYS7EM 

~ Wood frame rn Po st and beam o balloon o Other (Specify) 

o Load bearing masonry o Structural i ron or steel 
10 ROOF.TI·,It·1 

(K] Gable o Flat o Mansard o Monitor o sawtooth 

:z: o Gambrel o Shed o Hip o Round 
o Other 

I Spec ofy ) 
0 
;: , Moterloll 
Q. 

ii: o Wood Shingle 
o Roll o Tin o Siote U Asphalt 

." 
W Other 
0 OC Asphalt rI- O Built up o Tile o I Speedy' 

11 NUMBER OF S1 vRIE!> I APPROXIMATE DIME NSIONS 

It 22 x 26t 
12 CONDITION ISI""·lur,lI. , I ,,.:,,.'rll'r J o Excellent 00 Good o Fair o Deteriorated 0 Excellent [] Good o F~ir o Deteriorated 
13 INTEGRITY. L", ,.11 .. ". I WHEN' 

l'liJ'(;~~'''D No [ I~~;S r~X;~;dN porch, 00 O,n original o Moved dormers site 
14 RELATED OUTBUILDINGS OR LANDSCAPE FEATURES 

LJ Born o Shed O[J Garage o Other landscape features or buildtngs ! Speedy) 

o Corrioge o Shop 

2 car 

house o Gorden 
15 SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 

=:J Open land o Wood. 
land [i] Residential o Scattered buildings visible from site 

o Commercial 
o Indus. 

trial O'Rurol :=xJ High bui Iding density 
16 INTERREl.ATIONSHIP OF t3UILDING AND SURROUNDINGS 

and Wallingford Road, the Sitti ng on a small rectangular lot at the corner of Maple Avenue 

Bates-Blatchley house is surrounded by an assortment of eighteenth, nineteenth, and twenti etl 
~century dwelling houses. 

(OVER) 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE II"'~""' . .,.,/ '" "'"''/1''' 
The facade,which faces south towards Wallingford Road, is concealed by a single story, enclosec 
hip-roofed sun porch displaying four-over-one sash. A simple unadorned entrance door is 
located on the eastern elevation of the sun porch. Slight cornice returns are exhibited in 
the gable ends. The main block displays original twelve-over-twelve sash on the first floor 
and six-over-nine sash on the second floor. A gable-roofed dormer with six-over-six sasr, 
featured on the eastern elevation. Two small sheds and a two-bay, gable-to-street garage 
stand to the northwest of the house. 

BUILDER 

19 HISTORICAL OR RCHITECTURAL IMPORT NCE 

Early land records concerning this house are obscure. We do know that the house was not 
standing in 1827 when Col. James Wadsworth drew his map of Durham and that it had been 
erected by 1833 when Joel Blatchley purchased a twenty-one-acre lot with buildings, called 
"Honeypot,1I from Daniel Bates. Daniel Bates (b. 1770 ) was one of Durhamls wealthiest men, 
owning large amounts of land in the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. In 1833 
Joel Blatchley, a native of Guilford, purchased the ItHoneypot lt for $1800. Blatchley for 
many years operated the gristmill on Mill Pond in the center of town. In 1825 Blatchley 
married Margery Robinson, and upon her death in 1839 married Harriet Hull (1799-1867). 
Betsey Hull and Ruth Blatchley, Joel IS heirs, sold "Honeypot" to Albert Griswold in 1855. 
In 1865 Henry Harrison Church (1844-1908), a native of Colchester and a mechanic/tinner, 
purchased the house. Here he and his wife Martha (Leete) raised their six children: 
Henry L., Frederick A., James, Charles H., Rosa M., and Algah. Frederick, the second eldest 
son, sold the property out of the family in 1908. 

Architecturally similar to other early nineteenth-century Domestic-style structures in the 
immediate area (Elias Camp House and Andrew Robinson House), the Bates-Blatchley house i c 

noteworthy for its association with prominent citizens: Daniel Bates and Joel Blatchley.\ 
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Greater Middletown Preservation Trust 

27 Washington Street, Middletown, Conn., 06457 
UENT FIELD EVALUATIONS 

I 

l&D Hone knowr, o Highways o Vandalism o Develope,s o Othe, 

JJ Renewal o Private o Deterioration o Zoning o Explanation 


